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My dear Siſter, 234 


OU wiſh not more ardently to 
hear, than T do to tell you the fate 


. my friend, who we left in the moſt 
| horrid of all ſituations. The inſtant 
coffee was over, the Prince carried the 
Count into his apartment, in order to 
examine him on the cauſe of the duel. 
His anſwers were rather evaſive. At 


length he entreated the Prince would no 
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more 1 upon his eating what his 
honour told him” he ought. moſt reli- 
giouſly to conceal, aſſuring the Prince he 
had riſked his life to preſerve unſullied 
that honour which had been, and he 
hoped: ever would be, a-thouſand times 
dearer to him than any other conſidera- 
tion on earth; that the Duke, when he 
was Perfectly recovered of the flight 
wound he was unfortunate enough to 
give him, intended to go to his country- 
houſe, which was within a mile of the 
Prince's chateau, and would, he durſt 
ſay, ſatisfy his Highneſs in all he wand. 
ed to know. The Prince was himſelf 
too much a man of honour to exact 
from others any thing contrary to its 
laws, and only deſired to ſee his wound, | 
or rather the mark where it had been. 


There was till a fight, dreſſing on it, 
| more 


„ 
more by way of prevention than any im- 
mediate neceſſity. The ſword had run 
in between the ribs, directly oppoſite to 
where the heart ſhould point when it is 
rightly placed; had it met the Count's 
there, he would probably have been no 
more. The good Princeſs was all this 
time endeavouring to reconcile her 


daughter to herſelf, the only being ſhe | 


| ſeemed at enmity with, adviſing her 
ſtrongly. to treat the Count with that 
degree of confidence he might reaſona- 
bly expect, from the ſituation chance 

| had thrown them both into; to treat him 


de haut en baſe would be ridiculous, and 


abſolutely inconſiſtent with the candour 
and ingenuity of her heart. She doubted 
not, ſhe ſaid, but the Count would ſeize 
on the firſt opportunity which offered, of 


throwing himſelf at her feet, and decla · 
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ring his reconnoiſance for the honour ſne 
did him; in which caſe there was no- 
thing left for her but to receive his pro- 
feſſions with a becoming dignity, and to 
aſſure him of her friendſhip while he con- 
tinued to deſerve i it: and now my dear, 
added ſhe, it depends on you, whether 
or no you will give your hand to the ami- 
able Count, and when; only let me 
from Experience. tell you, few men eſ⸗ 
teem the -wernan. who from vanity, or 
- coquetry. judge it mete to trifle with 
their happineſs ; and every woman who 
marries puts it in the power of her huſ- 
band to pay her back with intereſt. The 
world is ever on the ſide of the huſ- 
band, however blameable; his own ſex 
are ever ready to ſupport him; 3 infinite- 
ly more faithful to each other than | 
ours, the majority of which readily chime | 


an. 


„„ | 
in with their opinion, and abandon the 
wretched woman to the miſery of her 


own mind, and the contempt of others. 
| You are, my dear, ill able to judge from 


your father and me, of a marriage ſtate. 
We are peculiarly adapted to each other, 
and one will, one ſoul, has actuated us 
both ſince our happy union. Pray Hea- 
ven that may be your lot. But you 
Will have no right to look upon one lels 
grateful to a fond and ſenſible heart, ſe- 
vere, when you compare it with that of 
mankind in general and nothing to do, 
but to make the beſt of whatever falls to 
your lot. The Prince and the Count put 
an end to the conyerſation; the Ducheſs 
arrived in a few minutes after, and almoſt 
immediately followed her the Marquis de 
Bellarmine, and the young Count Bona- 
tini. Cards were brought, during which 
B 3 frequent 


5 
frequent opportunities preſented them- 
ſelves to the Count de (for Ade- 


lina never played) but overwhelmed as | 


he certainly was with what he called love, 
and what all the world terms vanity, &c. 


he wanted courage to make ule of thoſe 


opportunities he had ſo ardently wiſhed 
for; which is nothing ſtrange, when we 
conſider there is a charm in modeſty, a 
native dignity, that ſtrikes an awe, a re- 
verential awe, into the very ſoul of the 
moſt abandoned profligate. To that, 
much more than the extreme delicacy my 
poor friend ſuppoſed him actuated by, 


was his ſilence owing. The Ducheſs 


ſeemed' fatigued z ſupper was ordered 
earlier than uſual. To that was attri- 
buted her want of enjoũement, which ne- 


ver ſhone more bright than at table, and 
_ exceeds all power of deſcription. But 


it 
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it aroſe from a cauſe much more grie- 
vous; much nearer her heart than any 
bodily pain ſhe could ſuffer : ſhe loved, 
ſhe idolized her ſiſter, ſaw the imminent 


danger that awaited her, that ſhe was up- 


on the very verge of a precipice of all 
others' the moſt. Werte She viewed 
the Count de 


eyes 5 ſaw that vanity was, and ever had 
been his ruling paſſion; that the unſuſ · 


pecting, amiable Adelina had only 


to become his wife, to be ſacrificed to 


each new comer. Poſſeſſion would ſhort- 


ly extinguiſh the flame he avowed, per- 
haps imagined he felt for her at that 
time; whilſt her's for him was indeli- 
bly written in her heart; and the un- 


5 luckly diſcovery of ir have no other ef. 
fect than that of encreaſing his vanity, 


heightening that ſuperiority his tyrannic 
B 4 mind 


with impartial | 
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„ 
mind would naturally incline him to 
uſurp over an angel, the inſtant ſhe was 

become his property, and would un- 

doubtedly render her poor ſiſter wretched, 
ſhould ſhe have ſtrength of conſtitution. 
to enable her to outliye a change ſo bru- 
tal in the man ſhe had diſtinguiſhed above 
all the world. Jo foreſee, to feel all 
theſe evils, without the power to pre- 
vent them; to know no remedy which, 
Was not a thouſand times worſe than the 
| diſeaſe, was a heavy weight on the 
mind of the Ducheſs; enough to fink. 

her ſpirits | into a ſtate of dejection. She 
wiſhed to talk to Adelina apart; yet 
what bad ſhe to ſay? To oppoſe her 
| marrying the Count, after ſuch an eclat, 
would be highly imprudent ; 3 nay, fur- 
ther, perhaps i injurious to her reputation 


2 thing ihe could never maintain too 
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dearly. To make diſtant evils appear 


preſent by reflection, was both injudicious 
and cruel, as would be the attempting 
to leſſen him i in her eſteem; therefore no- 
thing remained for her to do, but to put 


the beſt face ſne could upon the matter, 
and keep the addition ſhe always intend- 


ed to make to her ſiſter's. fortune, in her 


own hands, until ſhe had (as ſhe much. 
feared ſhe would) more occaſion for it, 
and take every opportunity that offered 
of ſounding the Count's ſentiments on 


his approaching good fortune, exalting 
his ideas. of Adelina's underſtanding, 


which her youth and. inexperience had 
probably made him under-rate; Be that 
as it may, he had the addreſs to con ince 


the Ducheſs. of the contrary : and this. 


ſhews we ſhould not fix our opinion of. 


either perſons or things on the vague 
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eredit of appearances, which are at beſt 
equivocal, often falſe. In ſhort, in a few 


days ſhe believed as ſhe wiſhed, that the 


force of her ſiſter's charms. had wrought 
a-miracle, and reformed the moſt noto- 
rious rake about the French court. Tho? 


the Ducheſs had never ſpoke in diſpraiſe 
of the Count de , the Prince and 


Princeſs, as well as Adelina, were not 2 


little pleaſed to find her each day more 


and more inclined to favour his ſuit to 


them, and rather wiſh to haſten, than pro- 


tract their intended union. At the ſame 


time ſhe could not but highly approve 


her ſiſter's deſire of convincing her lover 
ſenſuality bore no part in her paſſion for 


him. The trembling awe with which he 


accoſted the lovely Adelina, on meeting 
her alone in the gardens, after this tacit 


declaration of her partiality for him, 


raiſed 


(mn ) 

raiſed him not only in her eſteem, but in 
that of her ſiſter, from whom ſhe kept 
nothing a ſecret. | Adelina. was ſeated 
on a ſopha compoſed of moſs in à St. 
Auſtin's cave, a book in her hand, which 
appeared to draw more of her attention 
than the love- ſick Count wiſhed to ſpare, 
or than he deemed conſiſtent with an 
heart in love. He attempted ſeveral 
times to enter the cave, but obſerving 
her thoughts were too fully employed 
to perceive him at ſuch a diſtance, he ap- 
prehended his nearer approach 'might 
alarm her, and was going away, when 
ſhe ſuddenly - called out Who is there? 
The man born to adore, and protect the 
divine Adelina, replied he, and who 
would live no longer than ſhe will allow 
him that privilege. Take care, Count, 
ſaid ſhe, encroach not on my privacy, nor 
Bs preſume 
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preſume from one : proof of my weak 
neſs, I ſhall be guilty of another, or re- 


cede in the ſmalleſt tittle from the uncon- 


reſted privilege of my /ex, implicit obe- 
dience before marriage, we all claim our 
due; therefore leave me inſtantly. 'We 


ſhould avoid all appearance of evil. 1 


will hear what you have to ſay at home, 
where black-mouthed ſlander can neither 


wrong your intentions, or my fame. My 


mind, when you approached this ſequeſ- 


tered ſolitude, was fixed in contempla- 
ting the virtues of the holy man whoſe 
name it bears; exalted far above all 


_ earthly objects]! Begone ; farewell. He 


ſtayed not to anſwer, but flew to prove 
that obedience be knew would be of ſhort 
duration, and which he would (ere ſhe 


was aware) make her pay back with in- 


tereſt. This rencontre having ſpoiled 


© IF 7 
Her contemplations, the ſoon returned 
the houſe, but meeting the Duchefs at 
the door of the ſaloon, equipped ready 
for walking, offered to accompany her. 
They turned into an alley which led 
into a covered walk half a mile in length; 
the trees on each ſide were cypreſs, and 
myrtle of an extraordinary large ſize, 
with woodbines and jeſſamine twining 
round them. ; At the end was a temple, 
inferior in fize only to Solomon's. In 
tort, it is the prettieſt mignon thing in 
the univerſe, and dedicated to Pudicitia, 
the goddeſs of chaſtity or modeſty, ho 
ſtands at the upper end, habited in the 
character of a Roman matron; a long 
robe and veil: ſhe is mentioned as more 
immediately relative to the marriage bed. 
This brought on a converſation poor 
Adelina * wiſhed for; but ſo ſtrict 
a votary 
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[ votary was ſbe to the Goddeſs, FER with- 
put her aſſiſtance ſhe had never been able 


to enter upon it, even to her beſt loved, 


friend and ſiſter, She told her the ad- 


venture in the garden, and when ſhe 
nad once entered upon the topic, con- 


cealed from the Ducheſs no one thought 


| of her ſoul, or action of her life. She 
[| approved extremely of Adelina's con- 


duct ; but adviſed her no longer to de- 


cline coming to an ecclairciſſement with 


the Count; to obſerve narrowly and 1 im- 
partially bis manner of hinting ſo very 
delicate an event as was the diſcovery of 
her penchant towards him. F On the op- 
poſite ſide of the eatrance into the tem- 
ple was a door which opened into the 
orangeree, which, without aid from the 


neighbouring ſweets, perfumed the 
whole atmoſphere, There they ſpied the 


love- . 


ol. 
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jove · ſick Count, waſting fi ohs ſufficient 
to blow every bloſſom from the trees; 
and romantic enough had that happened, 

to fancy himſelf thrown out of a ſecond. 
paradiſe, and expect momentarily to ſee 
briars and thiſtles ſpring up in their place, 
to curſe his pride, and. mortify his am- 


bition, which dared to ſoar above the 
reach of mortals, and hope to poſſeſs a 


being only made to be adored. But to 
quit theſe high-flown- ideas, and enter 
once more into the ſublunary world. The 
Count ſtarted fome paces back, on ſee- 


ing the amiable ſiſters. The Ducheſs 
called to him, defired he would join 


them. They walked ſome time, talked 
on general topics, till her Grace feemed 
rather tired, and Adelina propoſed go- 
ing home. The Ducheſs would not al- 


bow that, faid tHe would return to the 


tem ple, . 


. 
temple, and amuſe bertel with a book 


till Adelina had finiſhed her walk, and 
i collecting flowers for the bouquets they 


were to wear that evening at a little 


dance the Prince intended giving in a 
| groteſque. building, at the, end, of his 


woods, which ſeparates them from thoſe 
of the King. The lovers being left to. 


gether, the Count found courage. to ex- 
patiate amply. on his paſſion for the 
adorable Adelina. How rapidly it had 


increaſed from the time (he muſt own) 


he had allowed himſelf to cheriſh ſome 
hopes it might meet with return, yet he 


had never preſumed on thoſe hopes ſo 
far, as to deviate in the ſmalleſt degree 
from the reſpect, the heart · felt delicacy, 
he ever had, and ever muſt maintain for 
ber. Few lovers perhaps could boaſt 


that * over rhemſelves. I grant you: 
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all you fay, replica Adelina, but have I 


nothing in me to inſpire that reſpect, 


that awful homage inſeparable from 
love; if I want thoſe requifites, may 
every other charm fade ere morning . 
dawns, nor leave me the ability of exci- 
ting in others a flame I am myſelf. inca - 
pable of feeling, and hold in foul con- 
tempt. Miſtake me not (my dear Prin- 
ceſs). anſwered the Count with warmth” 


| and confuſion, I deny not your power, 1 


feel its force; is it kind, is it humane, 
to oppreſs the wretch, who, while he 
groans beneath the yoke, kiſſes his 


| chains: this ſuſpenſe is, to a generous 


mind, worſe than a thouſand deaths: 


| mercifully put an end to it, or to an ex- 


iſtence you have rendered inſupportable 


to me: happy indeed had been n lot, 
had I fallen ** the Duke of 
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ſword, and been by you lamented. 
What fin. ſo. horrid, of ſo black a die, 


haye . ſince committed, to cauſe this 
change, this cruelty 3 in that heart where 


benevolence and tenderneſs alone ſhould 


deepeſt ſorrow, ſtopped all power of ut- 


terance, and were indeed enough to melt 
a more obdurate heart than that he had 


to deal with. She was ſo thoroughly 


touched with his ſituation, as to allow 


him to go back with her to her fiſter, 
who ſhe promiſed him ſhould ſettle pre- 


liminaries between them. The moment 
The entered the temple, the Ducheſs 
cried out, I ſee you have both been teiz- 
ing each other, and that I muſt be at 
the Pains « of ſoliciting Adelina to follow 
her own- inclinations: yet truſt me, 
C out, ahusrou moſt men may deem 
caprice, 


6 

caprice, in her ariſes from a delicacy 

which you will one day find your ac- 

count in, and that you have not paid too | 
dear for the poſſeſſion of it. At the 
ſame time, my dear ſiſter, let me con- 
jure you not to ſuffer unneceſſary ſeru- 

ples to make you defer your own happi- , 
neſs, much more the happineſs of him 1 
know you love, and prefer to your own. 
Confeſs the paſſion you have long che- 
riſhed for the Count; I know the puri- 
ty, the delicacy of it is ſuch, you need 
not bluſh to acknowledge, even under 
the auſpices of Pudicitia. The Count 
fell on his knees, bleſſed the Ducheſs, 
entreated her Grace would lend, him her 


aid to procure a promiſe of making him 
the happieſt of human race, if ſhe would 
not date the bleſſing. She not only 
granted his requeſt, but ſolicited Adelina 
eee with 


(+ 20 ). 
with zeal little inferior to the Count's, 
begged ſhe would go beyond the boon 


he aſked, and fix the day to render him, 


her whole family, and herſelf com plete- 
Iy happy; that ſhe well knew the Prince 
and'Princefs impatiently waited her de- 
termination; every thing had long been 


| ready on their part. Poor Adelina 


wept, and in a trembling voice, bluſhing 


replied, my dear ſiſter , aſſiſt me, ſpare me 


ſome of the} pain J muſt feel in telling the 
Count he has long had my heart; my 
hand ſhall ſeal its conſtancy; and bas J 


will give him any day the Prince, Prin- 


ceſt, and you, my deareſt friend, ſhall 
fix, till when 1 hope I ſhall ſee him eafy, 
cheerful, and be able to appear enough 


ſo myſelf not to draw the eyes of the 


whole world upon us, wherever we are. 
He aſſured her of his prudence, that it 


ſhould 1 


1 nr”) 
ſhould even curb that Joy, this more 
than fortunate event would naturally 
throw him into. They returned thro* 
the delightful boſquet I have already 
deſeribed to the houſe ; ſeparated to ; 
dreſs for dinner ; that over, the whole 
company, which conſiſted of about forty | 
in number, got into their carriages, and 

drove to the Maiſon du Bois, where ele 

| gance reigned i in its greateſt ſplendovr. 
The evening being beautifully ſerene 
and bright, they all alighted from their 


carriages, and walked up an avenue which 


leads to the building. The trees which 
- | 
made this avenue were ſtately oaks, that 
muſt have peeped at leaſt at that glorious 


prodigy, that wonder and adoration of 


2s own, and every other age and coun- 
try, the Gallic Henry, that truly legiti- 
mate cBpring of Mars, and pupil of 

Mentor. 


— 
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Mentor. At the bottom of this ter- 
race runs the beautiful river Seine: you 
have frequent views of it through theſe 
venerable oaks : the flope between the 
walks and the water is planted with 
every ſhrub pleaſing to the dye or grate- 
4 ful to the ſmell, and the terrace termi- 
| nates in a Gothic gateway, oer-run with 
ivy, where ſtands an old porter, who 
held that office under the Prince $ fa- 
ther; though you may diſcover the 
; marks of time in him, not one of diſcon- 
tent appears; : peace and plenty ſat in his 


countenance. He opens the gates with 
"ah cheerful hoſpitality and benevolence 


of the Prince his maſter, which lets you 
into a beautiful lawn, covered with ſmall 
| ſheep and lambs, pheaſants of every dif- 
i ferent kind, Guinea, pea fowl; in ſhort, 


every 5 of the feathered race. At- 
| © tendant 


<8 y 
tendant on theſe animals were twelve 
boys and twelve girls, dreſſed in a fort 
of uniform, extremely neat, all green, 
with crooks and white hats, the boys 
beaver; the girls ſtray. Under a ſhed, 
overgrown | almoſt with honeyſuckles 
and vines, ſat a man and woman falling 
into the decline of life, capable from 
their little erudition, as well as know- 
. ledge in the paths of life they trod, of 
; directing theſe youth i in the way of truth 
: and virtue at leaſt. They were ſuffered 
to remain under their care until they 
had reached their thirteenth year, when 
they were put out to any trade they 
ſeemed turned for. A conſtant ſucceſ- 
ſion of the pooreſt, moſt deſtitute to be 
met with in the neighbourhood, kept 
up the number. Within half a mile of 
the pat we found them 1 in, this man and 


2 | | woman 


0240 
woman had a houſe, where were two to- 
lerable rooms, beſides a” hall, on the 
ground floor; above they were divided 
into as many ſmall cells as there was in- 


habitants for them: one room however 
in the center, larger than the reſt, was 
occupied by the pere and mere of the 
ſociety. A little chapel there was, ad- 
Joining to che houſe, adorned with every 
: thing neceſſary to keep up the true ſpi- 
rit of devotion, without raiſing | it to an 
- enthuſiaſtic pitch. Morning and even- 
ing the bell never failed to call this little 
fold, as well as all elſe who choſe to 
come to offer up their oraiſons to the 
7 great origin of all their bleſſings here, 
and hopes hereafter. From hence we 
went into the houſe, where muſick, feſ- - 
l tivity, joy in every heart, content in 


every countenance, impatiently waited 
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our arrival. The Prince and Princeſs 


left us walking, and got into the houſe 


time enough to receive the company in 


the ſaloon, which was truly great. Ar- 
chitecture was carried to the higheſt 
pitch of magnificence; the floor was of 
the fineſt white marble, the roof ſupported 
by ſix pilaſters of porphyry. The ciel-- 
ing (which was very lofty) painted by 
the beſt maſter of the times, ſmall fi- 
| gures, and in compartments : it contain- 
ed the hiſtory of moſt of the | battles, "as 


well as the amours of Henry the Fourth 


of France; and I have never ſeen any 
portrait of Henry, or the Duke de Sully, 
that more ſtrongly reſembled them than 
theſe paintings do. The chairs are 
wood, finely carved, and appear like 
ſmall trees, with ſeats in them, in which 


are cuſhions of green and white flowered 


i You Il. C =. 


„„ 
ſilk. The foliage of the chairs are fo 
exquiſitely wrought, you would ſwear 
they were growing 
them. The Prince ordered no more 
than fourteen ſervants to attend; they 
vere all dreſſed in green, with a narrow 


ſilver embroidery down the coat and 


waiſtcoat, buttons of the ſame, their 
coats ſhort, ſilver belts and couteau de 
chaſſe, plain ruffles, and thread ſtock- 
' ings, as more in character with the reſt. 
They ſhewed us into a drawing room 
which beats all deſcription ; the tapeſtry 
of the foreſt kind, ſimple, but elegant; 


the ſophas, fauteuils and carpet, all in 


the ſame taſte. Within this was a ſmal- 


ler room, furniſhed entirely with green 


ilk, except that the window and door 


curtains had a very narrow ſilver fringe 


round them. The heads of the nails 


„until you touch 
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in the ſophas, &c. were ſilver: the ciel- 


ing of each room was the fine old ſtucco. 
Muſic and cards was called for a few 
minuets Janced before the Princeſs re- 
tired with her company to cards. The 


Ducheſs of B-—— and Adelina, with 
their company, dancedtill eleven o'clock. 


In leſs than half an hour, the doors of 


the room where they had been dancing 


were thrown open, and the moſt elegant 


ſupper imaginable appeared. That 


ſcarcely over, ſix of the moſt beautiful 


young women, the age of Mademoiſelle, 


habited like ſhepherdeſſes, entered the 
room, kneeled down to her; the firſt, 
preſenting her with a crown of myrile, 
and a petition, in the name of the ref, 
entreating ſhe would no longer defer 
their happineſs and her own that the 


prieſt waited her commands, and they 
C2 08 


(8.3 
to follow the example ſhe ſhould ſet 
them: in the utmoſt confuſion, ſhe 


turned her head round, and beheld a 
group of ſhepherds offering in the ſame 


manner a petition to the Count. The 
Prince and Princeſs warmly ſeconded 
their requeſt to Adelina, who, with the 
loweſt obeiſance, replied, it is too much 
for you to intreat, where you have every 
right to command. The Prince led her 
into the inward room ; the Princeſs with 


the Count followed; after them the 


whole company; and the prieſt per- 


formed the ceremony to the whole ſeven 


at the ſelf-ſame time. The ceremony 


ended, the fix brides and bridegrooms 


again fell on their knees, offering up 


their moſt grateful thanks and warmeſt 


wiſhes for every future bliſs pouring 


down in abundance on the Counteſs, 


Fo 


" 1 when 


( 29 ) 
when her Ladyſhip preſented each ſhep- 
herd with a purſe of gold, in dowry 
with his wife. The Count gallantly 


'braged leave he might give them ſome- 
thing for pins; he doubted not, he ſaid, 


the force of their charms gaining them 
every influence they could deſire, yet he 
muſt confeſs, he could 11] endure the 
thought of any woman's being depen- 
dant on the will of her huſband. The 
carriages were at the gate, and inſtantly 


conveyed the whole company to their re- 
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ſpective homes. The next day, to avoid 
the tireſome ceremony of aukward coun- 
try viſits, the Prince and Princeſs, 
bride and bridegroom went with the 


Ducheſs of B to a chateau ſhe had 


twenty hs from Paris, where they 

remained till the time of heir going to 

Paris. It was agreed that the Count 
C3 and 
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But the poor Prince was killed within 
little value. The Princeſs ſurvived him 


for her, as it led her into the knowledge 


„ 
and Counteſs were to live with the Prince 


the three firſt years after their marriage. 
the year, in defending a place of very 
near two years, unfortunately too long 


of her youngeſt daughter's cruel deſtiny, 
notwithſtanding ſhe and the Ducheſs 
took all poſſible care to conceal -it from 
her. Whilſt the Prince lived, the Count 
thought it worth his while to keep mea- 
ſures with the Counteſs, though at that 


time he kept an opera girl privately, 
and behaved with ſo much tyranny to- 


+ > 


wards the poor Counteſs, that no one 
thing on earth, but fear of rendering the 
Prince and Princeſs wretched on her ac- 
count, could have prevailed on her to 
endure the violence of his temper (which 
| . 
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he had the hypocriſy to ſuppreſs till they 
retired to their own apartment) made her 
miſcarry of her firſt child, and it was not 
without difficulty ſhe went through with 
the ſecond. There was nothing harſh, 
nothing brutal, he did not act towards 
her; nay, he carried it ſo far, as to tell 


her he was perſuaded to marry her, and 


thought he had uncommon merit to live 


with her at all. Judge how 1t muſt hurt 
a woman who had not only made his for- 
tune, but who had charms enow to pur- 
chaſe kingdoms, and who was the admi- 
ration of all who knew her. | On the 
death of the Prince he gave farther lati- 
tude to his horrid ill-nature. Villains are 
always cowards, and he had no longer to 


fear any body would call him to account 


for his cruelty to the Counteſs. He pro- 


bably wiſhed the Princeſs out of the way, 
„ for 


„ 

for the ſake of her j Jointure, and ed 
adding to the affliction ſhe was before 
overwhelmed with the moſt likely expe- 
dient to bring it about. But to pretend 
to think with ſuch a being, is an affront 
to my own heart and principles. He de- 
clared himſelf a freethinker, but his 
coward heart gave his tongue the lie, for 
he trembled at the leaſt ſhadow of dan- 
ger. Not long before the poor Princeſs 
died, ſhe had the mortification to be obli- 
ged to diſmiſs her daughter's woman, 

whom ſhe had educated in the ſtricteſt 
principles of the church ſhe profeſſed, 
from his having cruelly debauched her, 


| =: and her being within Aa few weeks of her 
150 
N time. This, and many ſimilar events, 


| determined the Counteſs to live no longer : 
with him than decency required, after 


l __ the death of her mother, which, to her 
| | | | CES ACE ſorrow, 
8 . 
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T7: 
forrow, ſhe beheld hourly approaching, 
and believed her other misfortunes did 

not a little haſten the greateſt that could 
befall her. The Princeſs did not long 
_ outlive this laſt ſcandalous procedure of 
the Count's. The laſt month of her life 
Be was (to her great comfort) obliged to 
attend the court, and leave her to enjoy 
her dear daughter's company in peace, 
the ſhort time ſhe had to paſs with her 
on earth, His ill natured diſpoſition 
could not help repining at thar. The 
Princeſs ſaw her end approaching with 
true Chriſtian heroiſm, wiſhed - often to 
talk upon the ſubje& to the Counteſs, 
but feared hurting her gentle nature. 
However, ſhe found her ſtrength hourly 
fail her, and had many things ſhe wanted 
to fay to the Countefs, both for her own 


eaſe, and her good; therefore ſent for her 
12 C 1 


CE, 
one morning, and ordered all the atten- 
dants to leave the room. After a few 7 
minutes pauſe, to recover her ſpirits, ra- 
ther! in a flutter, My dear Adelina, ſaid 
ſhe, your lot i is certainly ſevere, extreme 
ly ſo; ſuch it appears to us at leaſt; but 

forrow and diſappointments are the com- 
on lot of humanity ; the terms on 
| whichwe hold our charter: trials are ne- 
ceſſary for us in this ſtate of probation; 
nor is it mete we ſhould chooſe the mode 
of them; were chat allowed us, I doubt 
we ſhould often paſs by the moſt ſaluta- 
ry means to obtain the wiſh'd-for end, 
which are graciouſly made uſe of by the 
_ Almighty Father of this immenſe uni- 
verſe, to bring us back to himſelf, I 
have not a wiſh. to linger here, ſave for 
your ſake, and that is leſs ardent from the 
certainty I have, your amiable ſiſter will, 
8 


1 


as much as poſſible, ſupply my place to 
you. Her houſe will ever be an aſylum 
to you from the brutal rage of the wretch 
who calls himſelf your huſband ; -yet, 
my dear, I truſt you will endeavour to 
acquit yourſelf of your duty, as a wife 
and mother, ſhould Heaven ſend you 
another child, in the room of that ſweet 
babe we all ſo unreaſonably. lamented. 
To grieve was natural; but to repine 
againſt the divine will, unwarrantable. 
Your ſiſter will be here ſome time this 
evening. I have left every thing in my 
| power to ber, in truſt for you, and in 
ſuch a manner as your own tender affec- 


: tionate heart cannot leave you deſtitute, 
to gratify the vieious turn of your aban- 
doned huſband. Forgive me, my dear 
Adelina; I freely forgive all my enemies, 
and be is the greateſt I ever met with : 

: Cc 8 may 


1 
may the Almighty forgive him, turn his 
heart, and permit me to ſpend my life 8 
ſmall remnant to Bis praiſe and glory, 
with my children and family. Upon 
this the poor good Princeſs wiped her 
eyes, and rung her bell, When her at- 
tendants came in, they told her the Du- 
cheſs of | 


time, but vali not allow them to dif- 8 
turb her Highneſs. She ordered them 


to ſhew her ! in, and the ſcene which en- 


had been come ſome 


ſued is much too tender, too intereſting 
for deſcription to attempt; 3 It was all the 
moſt ſenſi ble heart can conceive buma- 


nity capable of feeling; the Princeſs, 


worn out with fatigue, required reſt; the 
ladies, when they had adminiſtered what 
her phyſicians had ordered ſhe ſhould 
take, left her to that repoſe her Highneſs 
ood much 1n need of, and which, while 
. > une + | 


„ „„ 
they were by, ſhe could never have pre- 
vailed on herſelf to take. The ladies 
had not long retired before dinner was 
announced; they ſat down with little appe- 
tite, and ſoon finiſhed, The attendants. 
diſmiſſed, they entered upon the ſubject 


neareſt their hearts, lamented. in the bit- 


tereſt ſighs of ſorrow, the ſhortneſs of the 
; time they dared to hope Heaven would 
vouchſafe to lend them the fondeſt pa- 
rent, the tendereſt friend, and beſt of 
women. The Ducheſs would have tal- 
ked of the Count, and aſſured Adelina 
of her inviolable friendſhip, but ſhe de- 
clared ſhe had not a ſingle thought to be- 
ſtow on either the Count or herſelf; ſhe 
was perfectly ſatisfied of the Ducheſs's 
affection, had the higheſt honour for her 
judgment, and ſhould, whenever ſhe had 
the misfortune to loſe her mother, put 


herſelf 


„ 


| herſelf entirely under her Grace's direc- 


tion. Scarce had they ended this con- 
| verſation, when one of the Ducheſs's wo- 


men came to tell them her Highneſs de- 


fired their company. They flew with 
eagerneſs, but alas! it was only to hear 
her tell them ſhe had but a few hours ſhe 
: believed to live; that ſhe deſired to have 
her director ſpiritual ſent for; it was in- 
ſtantly done. Her Highneſs called for 
| her keys; gave them to the Ducheſs; 
told her ſhe would find every thing there; 
5 amongſt the reſt, a letter for the Count, 
which ſhe deſired her to deliver to him. 
The Ducheſs and poor Adelina kneeled 
by her bed-ſide, bathing her hands with 
their tears, until the prieſt arrived. They 
then retired, left the Princeſs to her pri- 
vate devotions, which were ſoon over: 


for what had be to confeſs? Nothing, 


but 


GW} 
but the feelings of the beſt hutnan heart 
_ exiſting. She had many trials; ſhe felt 
| them 3 but ſhe bore them with a forti- 
' tude becoming the greateſt hero of the 
other, and a religious reſignation beco- 
ming either ſex. The blackeft ' fin her 
Highneſs ever committed might be ab- 
ſolved without enjoining penance. Her 
daughters, and attendants, down to the 
very loweſt, were called to hear maſs, 


and communicate with her. Her High- 


neſs talked familiarly to them all, bleſſed 
them, wiſhed they might all feel the com- 
fort of a conſcience void of offence (as 
ſhe did) in their lateſt moments, adviſed 
them to perſevere in their attachment, 
&c. to her daughters, who would never 
leave them deſtitute, when worn out with 
age and labour in their ſervice; and they 
would find for had not left them wholly 


* 


( 40 ) 
dependant. They anſwered only with 


fighs, tears, and Prayers, that her High- 


neſs's ſoul -might quit its manſion here 


with as little pain as poſſible. They then 


withdrew. The Princeſs called the Du- 
cheſs to her, told her ſhe felt ſhe had but 
a very ſhort time in this world, and 
wiſhed ſhe and her ſiſter would leave the 
room: I fear, my dears, you will be ill 
able to ſuſtain the ſhock of ſeeing me in 


che act of dying, though from the Hea- 
ven I now feel within, I do not appre- 


hend it will be violent. They both 


ſeemed reluctant to leave her. She then 
added, let me take leave of you for the 
preſent, however ; truſt me, it is better 
For us all: ſhe kiſſed them tenderly, 


prayed for every blefling on them here; 
above all, that of a calm contented ſpirit, 
without which, all the reſt would be of 


little 


( 41 ) 
little avail 3 that alone would keep them 
in a temper of mind to enjoy this life, 
as well as fit them for a better, where T - 
truſt, my dear children, ſaid ſhe, we ſhall 
meet again, She turned round, prayed ar- 
dently, yet with a compoſure which ſpoke | 
all right within. The poor ladies had 
barely reached Adelina's apartment, 
before this amiable woman reſigned her 
breath to him who gave it, without a 
groan. The Prieſt was ſent to acquaint 
them withit. He was a ſenſible, a good 


man, therefore felt for them much, but 
ſaid little to ſtop the torrent of their grief, 


the edge of which he well knew muſt 
be ſomewhat blunted, ere it would allow 
them to liſten to reaſon's voice; neither 
did he diſſuade them from going to viſit 

the remains of the poor Princeſs, who 


appeared no more than ſleeping, with 
a pleaſing | 


1 


a pleaſing ſmile upon her countenance. 
They would not ſuffer her to be moved 
until the third day, though contrary to 
the cuſtom of F rance; beſides, that her 
Highneſs had deſired ſne might not be 
embalmed, but interred on the ſeventh. 
day after her deceaſe. They ſaw every 
titele of her will moſt religiouſly per- 
formed, then leaving that delightful ha- 
bitation, (rendered inſupportable to them 
by the loſs of the Princeſs) ſet out for 
| the Ducheſs's houſe I have before men- 
tioned. The rage and diſappointment 
which ſeized. the Count, on finding he 
had nothing to ſay to the Princeſs's ef. 
fects, made him give up all appear - 
ances, and fear of the King only made 
him put on mourning. He determined 
to live no longer with the Counteſs, and 
— attached himſelf to the moſt 
abandoned 


8 5 
abandoned of women, ſprung from the 
loweſt and meaneſt of the people, who, 
after having exhibited her charms to the 


higheſt bidder for ſome years, had the 


art to draw in a filly young Engliſhman, 
whoſe original was little better than her 
own, but who, by the death of a lucky 
relation, inherited an eſtate of about a 
thouſand a year, at the age of eighteen. 
T he people who had the care of him, as 

well as himſelf, looked up this as an im- 
menſe fortune, deemed it neceſſary he 
| ſhould have a foreign education, As he 
was of the right religion for it, he was 
entered at an univerſity at Douay, where 
(though an excellent ſeminary for learn- 
ing of all kinds) they were unable either 
to put any thing new into his head, tho 
vacant enough, or to beat out his former 
vulgar prejudices; even the love of 
wine he carried back with him, a vice 
4 France 
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France and Italy ſeldom fails to cure our 
young men of. He was dragged thro” 
Paris before his return to England, but 
robbed them of nothing there. No ſooner 
| had he taken poſſeſſion of his eſtate than 
he recollected he ought to have a miſ- 
treſs. This wretch put herſelf in his 
way, hit his fancy, and in one of his 
drunken bits, Joe and the reſt of her fil. 
ters, who were of the ſame profeſſion, 
contrived not only to get a prieſt to mar- 
ry her to him, but to have a kind of ſet· 
tlement made out and ſigned by him. He 
heard all this the next day with a kind 
of aſtoniſhment, but knew no remedy, 
had no reſource but his bottle, which he 
reſorted to morning, noon, and night, and 
ſoon ended a life which ſhame, remorſe, 
and the vicious turn, as well as bad tem 
per of the wretch he had made his wife, 
rendered 


xx 
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rendered burdenſome to him. In his la- 
teſt moments he could hardly endure the 
ſightof her, declared to his neareſt relation 
and heir, he wiſhed he could cut her off 
with a ſhilling z ; that ſhe was not ſatisfied 
with proving falſe to his bed, but had in- 
jured him every way. No ſooner was 
the breath out of his body, than ſhe flew 
away with one of her gallants, regard- 
leſs of every conſequence that could be- 
fall the manes of the man to whom ſhe 
owed every thing valuable ſhe poſſeſſed. 

Her huſband's ſucceſſor held her in the 
contempt ſhe merited at his hands, and 
on looking into his papers, found his rę- 
5 lation had never paſſed fines upon his 


| eſtate, conſequently. had no power to 
make ſettlements ; and he took from her 

the jointure her ill fated huſband had gi- 
ven her, which her brutality to him left 
| her 
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her totally unworthy of. In. this ſitua- 
tion, and with an old ſuperannuated 
keeper, the infatuated Count found her, 
attached himſelf to her, as much as he 


could attach himſelf. She has ever ſince 


remained the premier; but be has a 


thouſand miſtreſſes. I have made a long 


digreſſion, dwelt infinitely longer than 
the ſubject deſerves, upon this wretch's 
tory. I thought it neceſſary, in order 
to give you ſome idea of the man who 
makes fo large a part in my narrative, 
and who for many years rendered unhap- 
py the moſt amiable and beſt of women. 
Whenever his finances were low, he : 
deigned to viſit the Counteſs, conſtantly 
| putting on an air of penitence, which | 
- wrought upon her eaſy friendly-nature, 
and more than once deceived the Du- 


cheſs of. for the ſiſters never ſe- 
parated 


- > 


( 47 ) 
parated after the death of the Princeſs 
their mother. No ſooner was his purſe 
filled, than he pretended buſineſs, and 
flew to laviſh the bounty of his indulgent 
| wife on the baſe ſcandatous cauſe of all 
Her miſery. When their mourning was 
over, and they had enough compoſed 
their minds to be able to receive their 
family and friends, they went to the Ho- 
tel de , at Paris; it belonged to the 
Ducheſs; he could not force his way in, 
and the dreadful accounts her Grace had 
of him from all hands tbere, made her 
very little ſolicitous of his company, as 
well as cautious how ſne encouraged him. 
At a maſked ball ſhe gave to ſome of the 
firſt people about the court, he crowded 
in ſome of this horrid woman's relations. 


by © thing ſo infamous, ſhe never could 


forgive, and determined no longer 
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Counteſs felt ſenſibly ſo groſs an affront, 


and totally withdrew her affections from 
a being too unworthy ever to have had 


any pretenſions or claim to the ſmalleſt 


ſhare in a heart he never underſtood the 
value of. From this time they enjoyed 
more quiet; but happineſs with ſuch a 
ſituation was incompatible : every body 


endeavoured to amuſe a melancholy they 


ſaw had already taken too deep hold on 


the mind of the poor Ducheſs, and from 
the delicacy of her conſtitution would, 
they feared, prove fatal to her. Their 
fears were, alas! but too juſtly grounded. 
Within leſs than three months after their 
b, arrival at Paris,” ſhe died of . a violent 
conſumption, and left the Counteſs poſ- 
ſeſſed of great wealth, but more miſery. 


In the Ducheſs the loſt a ſecond parent, 
_— | her 


o . 4 


1 5 


her firſt and deareſt friend ; tos the Count 
had, on every occaſion, proved himſelf 
to her the oppoſite, character. She could 
ſee him in no other light than that of a | 
cruel executioner, who had robbed her 
of ſuch a mother, and ſuch a ſiſter, as | 
few could boaſt of. To avoid further 
perſecution from a huſband ſhe could no 
longer love, ſhe flew to that happy aſy- 
lum ſhe had much cauſe to regret the 
having left, and put herſelf under the 
protection of the Princeſs de who 
Was ſuperior of that houſe, and whoſe 
5 friendſhip for the Counteſs rendered her 
happy 1 in the charge. She inſtantly ſer 
down, wrote ſuch an account of the dif- 
treſſing ſituation the poor Counteſs was 
in, to the King, as muſt neceſfarily ren- 
der all the Count's machinations to get 


her out of the convent abortive ; ; believ- 
Vor. II. D | ing, 


. 


0 


ing, as it loon after happened, that he 
would endeavour by all means, whether 
fair or foul, to get the Counteſs and her 
fortune into his poſſeſſion. On this dif: 
_ pointment, | he gave himſelf up to riot and 
_ diſſipation, which his charming veuve 
(as he called her) rather encouraged ; 


3 indifferent about his perſon, while ſhe 
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managed his purſe. But let us leave a 
ſubject diſgraceful to humanity, and re- 
turn to the glory, the honour of it. The 
manes of the poor Ducheſs (which had 
lain inthe chapel belonging to the con- 
vent, from the time the Counteſs entered 
it) were interred according to her deſire, 
with great privacy: ten thouſand livres 
| were given that evening to the poor of 
Paris. What the Counteſs ſuffered beg- 


gars deſeription. Religion, the only re- 
ſource of the vretched, ſupported her 


under 


157 ) 

under it, and has ſince rendered her the 
happieſt of human race. She ſees afflic- 
4 tions were neceſſary for her; gratefully 
adores the all-wiſe Providence for his fas 

| therly correction to her. Her whole life 
is ſpent in acts of beneficence and piety, 
free from oſtentation Or au ſterity. Some 
of the moſt cheerful hours I paſs is with 
her: I have gained infinitely more in- 
ſtruction of every kind from her conver- 
lation, within the ſhort ſpace of time we 
have been acquainted, than in my whole 


life before. To a thorough knowledge 
of books ſhe has added that of the 
world; can read mankind, with as much 


facility as ſhe can her grammar, With 


all this, ſhe has the greateſt pleaſure in 
converſing with young people imagin- 
able; becauſe ſhe can inform them, and 
(hag a much higher cots; 4n con- 
In. dhe 1.56 2 2 fferring 


„ R-) 

ferring than receiving benefits. | 'T 0 
know what ſhe i is, and to reflect on the 
ſeverity of her lot, and how cruelly ſhe 
was thrown away, is of itſelf ſufficient to 
convince us, this is not the place of re- 
tribution. Madame, the ſuperior, ſhews 
me very particular honours. I ſpend fo 
much of my time at this houſe, that both 
Lord and Lady R-——— have more 
than once expreſſed ſome diſſatis faction 
at it; for which I honeſtly aſſure you 
they have not the leaſt cauſe. My reli- 
gious principles are too ſtrongly fixed, 
to allow a poſſibility of change; not- 


withſtanding, I confeſs, was J ever un- 
fortunate enough to loſe my mother, I 
ſhould be happy to ſpend ſome months 
in the year in this heavenly habitation, 
with you to accompany me, while you 

remain unmarried; not that I wiſh or 
endeavour 


„„ 
endeavour to perſuade you (my dear 
Morvina) to renounce all thoughts of a 
ſtate in which you may be happy; be- 
cauſe it can, at beſt, never have any 
charms for me. The only man I ever was 
wild enough to wiſh, to marry, beſides 
the narrowneſs of his fortune, turned 
out unworthy, and would, I doubt not, 
have been a ſecond Count de —. The 
man I ovght in prudence to have mar- 
ried, and who I muſt ever eſteem, though 
every way worthy, has never been able 
to force his way into my heart; and you 
know my ſentiments, therefote will not 
be ſurprized.I ſhould reject an eſtabliſn- 
ment few women in England but would 
have jumped at. I muſt write to my 
| mother by this night's mall. Our regu- 
lar correſpondence ſaves you, who hate 
writing, much trouble: but I forget, 
Re D 3 yau 


. 


(44) 


via never think. any thing a, trouble to 


ſerve your friends. We go to the 


opera this evening: not the firſt enter- 


tainment Here. The company is the 


beſt part of it: indeed they ſeem to 


think ſo themſelves for they converſe - 

ſo much and ſo loud, you could hear lit- 
tle of the muſic, was it better worth 
attending to The dancing I own 1 
like, notwithſtanding many of the Eng- f 
liſh abuſe it, more from their patriotic 

Ipirit, 1 believe, than the elegance of | 


| their taſte. in the art. You ſee, my dear 
Morvina, how reluctant I am to leave 


you; I muſt fill my paper; a mercy for 
you it will contain little more than char 


+. Iam tenderly and truly ß 


| Your friend, &c. | 


My 


(55) 


My mother talks of Barege. Would 
we were to meet you there: Lord R 
means to go next month. 


\ 


LET TER'XXYVIE 


i Hope, my dear Morvina, you 
have not been too elegant, too expenſive 
in your mourning, for you muſt un- 
doubtedly have concluded me dead and 
buried, from ſuch a long and total ſi- 
lence. Lord R promiſed to take 
up his pen, but has not I find done it, 
which could I have imagined. or deviſed, 
you would certainly have received a few 
lines from me, though I have for theſe 
three weeks paſt been dancing from 
place to place with a bride. A pretty 
way, you will ſay, of renouncing this 
wicked world and its vanities; but alas! 

| there 


625 
there is no ſtability in human nature: 
and to add to the aſtoniſhment I ſee you 
ſeized with, I went at the intreaties of 
my dear coadjutrix, in part to repreſent 
her. One of her neareſt relations and 
firſt favourites has taken unto him a wife, 
not diſtantly related to his Holineſs, and 
high in his favour. She is already 
the ton here, and moſt deſervedly ſo. To 
the moſt perfect ſymmetry of features, 
ſhe has a countenance which adds grace 
to each particular feature, and lights up 
the whole; a complexion that Oe 
all power of paint, even at Verſailles ; 
figure which all admire, all talk of, Fe 
no one can deſcribe: inſhort, others are 
beautiful, but the Counteſs de — is 
beauty: others are graceful, but ſhe is 
grace. With all this, ſhe has an under- a 
ſtanding which renders her ſuperior to 
= the 


( 38 ) 


the vanity. (though ſhe run ſtrongly 
the laudable deſire) of pleaſing. Un- 
conſcious of the power of her charms; 
He gains the admiration of the men, 
; wit out the envy. of the women. If. 
there ſuch a thing as uninterrupted 
happineſs i in the married ſtate, this cou- 
ple, 1 think, bid fairly for it. When I 
told you the Count was the favourite of 
my friend, I felt I had given you every | 
idea of his mental qualifications ; I can- 

not, however, paſs over unheeded the 

outward man. His face is not beautiful, 
but extremely pleaſing; great expreſ- 
ſion in his eyes, a bene volent open coun- 
tenance, his figure elegant, rather tall, 
with an addreſs that cannot be told, but 
which prejudices all the world in his fa- 
vour. But to ſum up all in few words, 


he i iS altogether a man of faſhion. With 
| great 


(1392; 


| oreat reluctance I muſt ſay on all ſides, ' 


" 


I left this lovely, loving pair in the coun- | 
try, not without many entreaties on their a 
part, and promiſes on mine, to make 
them another viſit before I leave this 


happy kingdom; the politeneſs and 
good humour of the people make it well 


worthy that appellation. Nor can I be- 
lieve they are behind hand with us in 
friendihip, or allow that a brutal fero- 
city is any mark of i it. I would not be 


flattered on either my faults or my fol · 
lies; but J ſhould judge that perſon lit- / 
th my friend, who was ever inclined to 
turn his eyes towards the dark ſide of 
my character, to paint it to me in the 
moſt indelicate terms and tone of voice, 
and be apt to ſuſpect it oftener proceed 
ed from the pleaſure of gratifying tge 
' malice of his own heart, than kindneſs. 

3-6: -: towards. 


— 
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towards me. Lads: — is ſo ill 
again, 1 do not think we ſhall g to 
Barege. She wiſhes, as is natural, to try 
the effects of her native air; but ſhe 
muſt recover a flight fever and cold, 
which now oppreſs her, before ſhe will 

be able to undertake the journey. This 
makes me leſs lament my mother's pre- 
ferring our Engliſh Bath, as I could not 
have let Lady R—— return alone to 
England, were her deſervings from me 
much leſs than I muſt ever feel them. | 
Oh! my dear Morvina, wanting an af- 
fectionate and grateful heart, what are 
we ? Alas] a thouſand times lower than 


any brute under the ſun. But ſince that is 
not the turn of either of us, thank heaven, 
and they who, under it, gave us being, 
let us change the ſubject. Our coterie 
meet here this evening, and I will not 
| ſea} 
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ſeal my letter, in hopes of picking up 
ſomething new ; beſides, the packet fails 


not till twelve to-morrow night, and 1 
may finiſh this-before I ſleep, -* 


IT am ſet to my paper again. Our 
party left us rather earlier this evening, 
on account of Lady Rs indiſpoſi- 
tion, though I never knew her in better 
ſpirits : indeed we were all ſo. Whe- 
ther it was that I had been in the coun- 
try for ſuch a length of time, or that the 
whole company exerted themſelves pe- 
culiarly, I know not, but I never I think 
ſaw them ſo brilliant, nor felt myſelf ſo 
overpowered with ſleep as at this mo- 
ment, therefore I muſt defer all 1 have 
to ſay on their chapter till next mail. En 
_ attendant adieu, and believe me ever your 
friend and affectionate ſiſter, &c, | 
T LE T. 


LETTER XXVI. 


My dear Siſter, 
Js J returned to life, after twelve 
hours ſound ſleep (for ſure ſuch ſleep is 
near akin to death) I ſit down to give 
you an account of our laſt night's amuſe- 
ment. I will begin with naming the 
dramatis perſonæ. Firſt then, behold 
the truly amiable Ducheſs of M——, 
followed by Mrs. P—, the only new 
perſon; the reſt you know by name at 
leaſt. Her wit is more her own, and 
leſs forced upon you, than any perſon's 
I ever met with; her ſentiments, her 


ideas Juſt, Ie delicate, yet nervous, 
expreſſed 


(6) 
expreſſed 1 in terms, and with ſuch oratory” 
4 Cicero, a L Demoſthenes could onlyequal. 
Added to every other, J confeſs I had a 
national pleaſure, nay pride in her, and 
could not help thinking ſhe made ample 
amends for the ſhip-loads of, —— I wit 
not ſay what, you ſo lavidhly exported! | 
here from England; a very impolitie ; 
| mode of acting, begging the wiſe legiſ- 
lature's pardon, ſince they conſtantly ' 
return freighted with the follies of every 
other country through which they paſs, 
Vithout leaving one of their own in ex- 
change. Mrs. P — is the only Eng- 
N liſhwoman, except ourſelves, in the Du- 
cheſs of M- coterie. Mr. W, 
1 am told ( and can readily believe) made 
no ſmall figure in ; it; but he had left 
Paris before our arrival. Cards, cons; 
verſation, and the table, ſee the night i 
5 e 
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out. Before ſupper the converſation 
turns on variety of ſubjects, at once im- 
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proving and delightful. But the inſtant 
you ſit down to table, vive la bagatelle 
is the word; and to give you an idea of 
the brilliant fallies of wit, unallayed by 
ſatire, humour unſullied by vulgariſms, 
that flew about laſt night, is I own be- 


yond me. Suffice it to ſay, you cannot 
figure to your imagination any thing be- 


yond it. The natural politeneſs and con- 


ſtant attention that French men ſhew to 
women in general, is certainly pleaſing; 


and let John Bull ſay what he will, con- 


vinced am I, they both admire, love, 
and eſteem the rational and worthy part 


of the ſex ; have the higheſt honor for 
their opinions, and glory in their abili- 
ties; a ſentiment ſo diametrically oppo- 


| ſite to John's own, who holds ſenſe in 


* 


( 
petticoats a dangerous enemy to the ſtate, | 
which ought to be held in the moſt ab- - 
ject ſlavery, leſt they ſhould dethrone 
their mighty lords and maſters, eclipſe 
their ſenatorial wiſdom, which barangues 
whole days in each houſe againſt power, N | 
tyranny, and oppreſſion, yet never 
fail making thoſe feel the weight of 
it, who are unfortunate enough to breathe 


under their unhoſpitable roof. Infer not 
from this I am in love with a F rench- 


man; or if I were capable of a ſecond 
paſſion, I ſhould prefer any perſon to 
Bonaria. I never told you he has been 
bere theſe two months, the ſame reſpect- 
ful, affiduous friend as ever, in which 
light I moſt extremely love and value 
him, and am ſorry fome pecuniary af- 


fairs will call him to England before we 
can 80. Lady R continues ſo ex- 
tremely 
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tremely weak, 1 begin to fear the in 
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never get there alive, it is not poſſible to 
ſay how ſincerely I dread the loſs of her; 


firſt, I love her; ſhe merits that ove, by 
every tender parental concern for my 
welfare, as well as partiality to my per- 
fon; and I ſeriouſly think, with Doctor 


1 ay lor chowever idly we uſed to laugh 
at poor Mademoiſelle about it) that it 


is infinitely pleaſanter to be under go- 


vernment than abſolutely your own miſ- 


treſz. There is no one thing I ought to 
do ſhe does not promote, and wiſh 1 


ſhould be amuſed with. I am relieved 


from the plague of thinking whole hours 


what is right or wrong in the world's 
eye for that will not overlook an 
imprudence that has perhaps na efſen- 


$44 tial ill in it, and which might appear 


more than allowable i in the eyes of unex - 
1 


1 G1 _ 
perienced youth. Her Ladyſhip has no 
idea of the imminent danger ſhe is in. 
Lord R ſees i it with the deepeſt ſor- 
row, yet forces his ſpiri its for fear of 
damping her's: a melancholy ſituation 


for ſo tender ind ſenſible a heart as that 
of, my dear Morvina, your ever r unaltere 


able friend, __ 
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dear Morvina for hervery kind letter, had 
not the alarming ſtate of Lady R——'s 
health rendered it abſolutely impoſſible 


| 
| 
| 


aa 
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for me to leave her ten minutes at a 
time: but thank heaven it has ended 

happy beyond our moſt ſanguine expec- 
tations, by the burſting of an abſceſs, 

vhich had formed on her lungs, and 
cauſed all her complaints. The bag and 
all came up. . The phyſicians agree ſhe 
will be as perfectly well as ever ſhe was, 
as there is not the leaſt probability of 
its gathering _ but they hold it ad- 


viſeable 


viſcablew we ſhould go into the country tos 
morrow to enjoy freſh air and quiet: be- 
ſides, her Ladyſhip is to drink Fgoat's 
whey ; z that is, h think, preferable to 
| aſſes- milk: partial as you know I am 
to aſſes, Tam obliged to give them up. 
My dear heavenly friend has lent us the 
houſe in the country which belonged to 
the poor Princeſs her mother; ſo here we 
ſhall find every n oe needful for fick and 
well: and Lord R 


naria to ſtay with us as # ng as his affairs 


has invited Bo- 


will allow him; therefore I have an idea 

we ſhall all come over together at laſt, 
| I ſhould {to own my inmoſt thoughts to 
you) have been as well pleaſed this invi- 


tation had not been accepted. I fancy 


he owes it to poor Lady R, who ad- 
mires him much, and wiſhes I would do 


ſo too. Her partiality to me could not 


lie 


- 
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e, in what ſhe thought, and indeed 
What we all thought her dying moments ; 3 
he intreated her lord would. give me 
her, jewels, | and every other valuable 
the poſſeſſed, and make me heir to her 
eltate and houſes after him, aſſuring 
him at che ſame time, had fate been ſo 
cruel as to allot her to ſurvive him, 1 


ſhould have been ſure of them. 1 15 
_ this evening to che Ducheſs of M 


to take leave for ſome little time 5 our 
friends, which 1 ſhould do with infinite 


reluctance was I going from them on 


any other occaſion. But ſurely no gra- 


tification can exceed that of making | 
others hap PY-+ and re paying,by every little 

ſervice inour power, the obligations of af- 
fection, &c. we owe them. When 1 get 


+00 the © COMME. 1 have a pretty tory or 
two 


„ 


two of ſome nuns of my acquaintance 


1 ſhall give you. We ſhall be very near 
neighbours to the new married pair, 
who I hear are ſo enamoured with the 
. country, or each other, they do not in- 
tend returning to Paris ſome time yet. 
What my friend hay told me of the Count 
de —— (and her judgment is too good 
and ſtable to be led away by whim or 
; partiality) makes me think the Counteſs; 
with all the beauty ſhe has, and all the 
merit chat is generally allowed her, for- 


tunate in meeting with ſuch a man. 


Never (I intreat you, my dear Morvina) 
name 


more: truſt me, he is not 
worth it: 8 1 have not the leaſt tendre 


left towards him, believe me. I can ſee, or 
hear of him with the moſt perfect indiffe- 


rence; but feel aſnamed ] ever felt more for 


N dee eee atyourmentioning 
him; 3 


* 


1 
him; it ſeems an vpbraiding n me of my 
former weakneſs, into which I never can 
relapfe, I give you my ſerious word. © -- 
ever was, and hope I ever ſhall be, tardy 
In, crediting diſadvantageous reports of 

thoſe I love; but when they are clearly 
true, nothing left to hang a doubt upon, 

my opinion changed from conviction, no 
Power on earth can alter it. Tet all 
the malice I bear him is to forgive him. 


| May he live and deal with others better. 


What a wretch the Chevalier B-— is 


to keep | Lady B — in England mere- 
1y-to plague her, and all who love her, 


for he is Never with her; at leaſt lives 
moſt of his time with that low miſerable 


woman he keeps, or rather ſtarves, for I 
much doubt he can find in his heart to 


giveher anything above a beef-ſteak once 
a week. Adieu my dear, believe meever 2H 


ours, &c. 9 LE T- 
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FIRST, my dear { Mdtvita, I muſt tell 
you we arrived ſafe, well, and in ſpi- 
rits, at this beautiful caſtle, which I have 

already in part deſcribed to you, and 
ſhall defer what more I may have to ſay 
of it to a future letter, that I may have 
room to tell you in this what a delightful 
evening I ſpent at Madame the Ducheſs 

of M——s. Lady R-— ſtayed at 
home, i in order to ſave her ſpirits for her 


journey of this day; and the Ducheſs of 


— did me the honour to call on hs 
and carry me to the Ducheſs of M 


There was a ſiſter of the Princeſs of 
S — 


5 conſort of the Chevalier S—, 
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who had been ſome time of the Ducheſs's 


coterie, but never in Paris ſince I have 


% 


been here, therefore quite new to me. 


She 1s very handſome, ſenſible, and plea- 
ſing ; but nothing, they tell me, if com- 
pared to her ſiſter, We got together as 
if by inſtint, commenced a converſation 
which ſeemed grateful to both. She is 
moſt laviſh in her praiſes of him. To every 


great and good quality, ſhe-ſays, he joins 
| ſuch a diſpoſition as hardly can be 


equalled; that on earth there never ex- 
iſted a more happy being than the Prin- 
ceſs; that her heart tenderly loves him, 
whom her judgment muſt admire, nay, 


adore. She wiſhed me much to ſee 


them ; but not more than I wiſh it my- 


ſelf; but with Lord and Lady R—— 


you know that cannot be, ſo ſtrangely 


bigoted are they to party, and! it is too 
far 
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far for me to attempt going without 
them; otherwiſe I have much cauſe to 
believe I ſhould not be ill received at 
their CO —, which J hear is extremely 
elegant, though confined more than he 
wiſhes it; for he may truly ſay, with 
our Elizabeth, he has the heart of a 
King, &c., How neceſſary an heatt is 
1 know not; but ſureI am, her ſpirit is 
abfolutely neceſſary to govern the Eng- 
liſh, whoſe levelling, turbulent ſpirits ſo 
often carry them out of themſelves. 1 
pity our preſent King exceedingly, to 
de perpetually worried by your city bulls 
and bears. We had a new man intro- 
duced laſt night; a couſin of ours, the 
Duke de B. Nothing can be more 
ſtrikingly polite or parvenant᷑ than His 


manners; his perfor graceful and n 


you could wiſh ; he ſeems to have good 
8 parts, 
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parts, great quickneſs, ſays. lively things 
m abundance without knowing it: in 


ſhort, bis | is 2 wit. Madame de- 


would have introduced him to me, "OY 
| I declined 1 it till our return, if we ſhould 
make any long ſejour at Paris; then 1 
ſhall be much pleaſed, I dare 0 with 
his acquaintance. ; 


| Dinner called me from you; but I 
am now returned to tell you we all eat 
like city aldermen and their wives on a 
lord | mayor's day; a pretty delicate fi- 
mile that, it 1s well I thought not of it be- 
fore dinner, it might have deſtroyed my 
appetite, for you know the averſion I 
have to greaſe. | Bonaria * forgot; he 
eat little, and looks wretchedly. Vanity 
apart, I dread his relapſing i into his for- 
mer pation; ; but 1 will think with Se- | 


neca, 


6: y 
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neca, 60 thoſe men are Feld 90 rei who 
4 make diſtant evils appear preſent by 
refletion,” and flatter myſelf I ſhall ne- g 
ver loſe the friend I love and value in 
the lover I cannot like, conſequently 
muſt avoid. Did I ever tell you Lady 
7 | 
MN preſent of a very fine pair of brilliant 
ear-rings, and a diamond necklace, which 
pulls to pieces and makes into an hun- 
dred different things. Lord R left 
yeſterday morning on my toilet a very 
pretty mignon gold fillagree pocket- 
book; its contents a thouſand pound 
bank note, to pay my Paris bills. The 
manner in which they both beſtow their 
favours, valuable as they really are, en- 
hances them greatly to a noble, a gene- 
rous mind; for there is ſuch a thing as 
| Knocking you down, cruſhing you with 
E 3 - mog 


— ſince her recovery has made me 


rr WAY BR A Dt I — — 
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favours, The Count and Counteſs dine 
with us to morrow, after the Engliſh 


faſhion ; for ſupper is the great meal 
Bere, and every where the gotit of your 
affectionate ſiſter and unalterable friend. 


f 
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1 Am more than ever charmed with 
the new married pair; neither can I de- 
termine in my own mind which to give 
the preference to. We ſpend the whole 
day with them to-morrow ; goa hunting 
in a foreſt near their chateau. You 
know the mode of hunting in this coun- 
try, therefore will not be aſtoniſhed we 
Join in it. Now for the ſtory of one of 
my poor nuns. She is deſcended from 
one of the younger branches of the N 
family, was ſent over here, at the age of 
ſeven years, to be educated. She gave 
very early marks of a good heart and 
_ temper ; her parts were what may be 
ah, 


juſtly 


&: { 
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juſtly termed ſhining. She was an only 
| daughter; no wonder her mother wiſhed 
for her return. When ſhe was. ſixteen 
years old, her father and mother came to 
fetch her over to England ; but were 
deſirous ſhe ſhould ſee the French court, 
and be introduced into thegrande monde 
before ſhe left Paris. She was generally 
admired: her perſon is of that kind 
which often pleaſes more than beauty; 
the truly engageante. She had many 
adorers amongſt the firſt young men of 
the court; but one only had power to 
make the ſmalleſt impreſſion on the 
heart of Orinda (for ſo ſhe was called.) 
This happy (or more properly ſpeak- 
ing ill fared) young man was the Count 
de T- | 
dian to him by the moſt affectionate fa- 
ther, but too n huſband; 
| | whence 


—, whoſe mother was left guar- 
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whence this poor young man became al: 
moſt totally dependant on her, tho” born 
to expect a large fortune. The very 


ſcanty pittance ſhe allowed him from the 


death of the Count his father, left him 
little to hope from her generoſity; how- 
ever, he could hardly ſuppoſe her ſo loſt 
to all feelings of humanity, as to oppoſe a 
connection on which his future happt- 
neſs depended, and where there could 


be no ſort of objection; therefore, ml. 
out conſulting her, attached himſelf to 


the amiable Orinda, whoſe heart was too 
ſuſceptible of the tender Paſſion, not to 
render juſtice to bis, Her foul was deli- 
cate as it was tender, and ſhe had many 
ſtruggles between modeſty, duty, andaf- 


fection, ere ſhe could bring herſelf” to 
make the diſcovery ſhe felt ſhe'owed her 


mother, before her paſſion was irremedi- 
| | E's N ably 
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ably rooted. Madame H told her 
huſband ; each received it as they ought, 
and begged the Count would not delay 
acquainting the Counteſs his mother 
with the whole affair; ſince without her 
ſanction they could not, in honour to 

themſclves and their daughter, admit of 
his viſits : with that, they would do all 
the Counteſs could or would defire to- 
wards the happy eſtabliſhment of her 
Ladyſhip's ſon and their daughter, whoſe 
Hood and merit they flattered themſelves. 

F were inferior to none, The Count flew 
on the wing of paſſion, not doubting the 
Counteſs would give her conſent to his 

marriage with Mademoiſelle H, 
though he much feared ſhe would act ra- 
ther Mabbily in regard to ſettlements, 
&c. but as that would one day be in his 
power to amend, it you! him little pain. 
But 


= 
But what was his ſurprize, when the mo- 
ment he let the Counteſs into the cauſe of 
his viſit, ſhe burſt into a rage that ex- 
ceeds all deſcription, bid him leave her 
that inſtant, never enter the hotel du 
T—— while her eyes were open. The 
miſery he ſuſtained, the dilemma this 
plunged him into was inſupportable: he 
thought he ought, and wiſhed to return 
to the miſtreſs of his heart; but how 
Vas it poſſible for him to tell her the re- 
ſult of his viſit; in what light could he 
put the. Counteſs's horrid behaviour; 
what terms could be find to expreſs the 
ſubſtance of what ſhe ſaid, that would 
not ſound in the kigheſt degree offenſive | 
to a leſs delicate ear than Orinda's, or 


Madame H s: in fhort, he could 
not hope, that however little ſhare peeu- 
aiary views had in the conſent he had the 
RE | henour 
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honour to obtain from Mr. and Madame 
H—, they could be brought to over- 
look ſuch an outrageous affront to their 
daughter, to themſelves, &c. or that 
the ſmalleſt gleam of happineſs remained 
for him on earth. His mother's inflexi- | 
-bility of temper he was too well -ac- 
quainted with, to hope a change. Mr. 
Hs ſpirit would never pardon ſuch 
an inſutt, offered to what he deemed the 
beſt blood in England, conſequently ne- 
ver ſuffer his daughter to fee him more; 
perhaps marry her to the Duke of D—, 
a young Engliſhman of great fortune, as 
well as rank, who had payed his dou- 


ceurs there ſome time. Agitated with | 
every apprehenſion, every horror, every 
5 agony the human heart is capable of 
feeling, he flew home, wrote a ſhort but 
Patheti tic and tender epiſtle to Mrs. H 


entreated 
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entreated ſhe would' comfort the divine 


Orinda under the ſorrows he feared his 


ill- ſtarred deftiny would cauſe her; but 
found it was impoſſible for him to live 
without her, as it was for him to deſire 
ſhe ſhould form a connection ſo unwor- 

thy of her. His lateſt breath, he ſaid, 
| ſhould be offered in oraiſons for her wel- 
fare, her happineſs here, and that they 

might meet in thoſe regions, where blifs, 
&c. did not depend upon the capricious 
will of mortals, His faithful Piere, who 
had lived in his ſervice almoſt from his 
childhood, carried this melancholy epiſ- 
tle; on his return he had the mortification 
to find his maſter fled, and fled he knew 


not hither: : all he could learn from | 


the reſt of the ſervants was, that a few 


minutes after he had diſpatched him, he 


. 


vent o out on foot, with his ſword on, and 


2 brace 


— 


636 


a brace of piſtols; after he had walked 
ſome paces from the door, he turned 
back again, and ordered his Swiſs to tell 
Piere to wait his return in his chamber; 
but alas? that was impoſlible, and Piere, 
for the firſt time in his life, ventured to 
diſobey the maſter he loved more than 
life. He and the honeſt Swiſs run from 
ſtreet to ſtreet, from houſe to houſe, but 
not a word of intelligence could they 
gain relative to the Count. On their re. 
turn home they found a meſſenger from 
him, who had waited ſome time with a 
note for Piere, and a letter which he was 
to carry directly to Madame Hm” 85 
and bring her anſwer as early as he could 
in the morning to the Count at Argen- 
teuil. Piere rejoiced to find his maſter 
ſtill lived, went to Mr. H 8 in An 


— as ; revived Madame H- 


which 
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which had ſunk into the very loweſt ſtate 
of dejection, and remained in it from 
the moment ſhe had read the Count's 
firſt letter, until the entrance of Piere, 
| whoſe countenance ſhe deemed prophetic 
of ſome good ; buton opening her letter, 
ſhe found it much leſs fo than ſhe had flat- 
tered herſelf; though to know he was 
alive, was in her then ſituation, infinite 
happineſs; and ſhe could not help ex- 
tolling her own prudence, in not having 
| diſcloſed the cauſe of her diſcontent even 
to Mr. H She feared it might 
alarm his pride, and awaken areſentment, 

which muſt end fatally to either him or 
the Count. To poor Orinda ſhe feared 

it would have been inſtant death, or what 
is a thouſand times more dreadful, loſs | 
of reaſon ; for ſhe could conftrue his 
frſt letter no otherwiſe than thathe meant 
to 
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to put an end to his exiſtence, ere the 
meſſenger returned. The laſt was more 
explicit, and told her he had that morn- 
ing embraced a religious life, renounced 
the world, its miſeries, its vanities, and 
removed from the eyes of the amiable 
and lovely Orinda, an object which could 
no longer give her ideas of happineſs, and 
who be determined ſhould never remain 
in the world, either as an obſtacle to her 
pleaſure or her fortune. What was odd 


enough, he entered into the very houſe 


which once concealed the ſo much famed 
Abelard from worldly contempt, and 
rendered him ſo amply worthy of eternal 
happineſs. Mrs. H—— ſaw no reaſon 
to conceal the contents of this letter, or 
| the cauſe of 1 it, from either her huſband 
or daughter, but deemed it proper to 
conſult him how, when, and where they | 
17 ſhould 


(%) 


ſhould break i it to poor Orinda, ſenſibly 
| feeling the ſhock i it would give her, who 
was wholly unacquainted with all that had 
paſſed between him and the Counteſs his 
mother, whoſe heart was (if it had ever 


been otherwiſe) grown callous to every 
feeling of humanity. The moſt reſpect- 
ful though paſſionate letter from her ſon, 
could not force its way into it, and when 
ſhe heard he had taken holy orders, ſhe 
faid he could not have done better ; he 
was more calculated for a cloiſter than a 
court; that his warm enthuſiaſtic ſpirit 
would work him up to the higheſt de- 
gree of imaginary felicity where he then 
was, which in the world lay him liable to 
much miſery, | by rendering him the 
dupe of every new face he ſaw; and ſince 
it is an allowed maxim, that violent paſ- 
ſions are the leaſt durable, ſaid ſhe, 1 
think 
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think the girl is bound to pray ort me. | 
But enough of this brute; we have too 
many examples walking perpetually be- 
fore our eyes, to need paint them, Mr. 

and Mrs. H agreed it was beſt to 
ſtay at home that evening, and break the 
affair to Orinda, ſince it was impoſſible, 
if ſhe went out, ſhe could eſcape hearing 
of it. Nothing ever made more eclat. 
The Count, admired and beloved as he 
was by the whole court, taking ſo un- 
common a ſtep, cauſed not only univer- 
fal ſurprize, but ſorrow ; very few knew 
the real cauſe of it, and every one af- 
figned that which ſtruck bis ideas as pro- 
bable. Mrs, H went into Orinda's 
apartment, in order to bring her into her 
father's library, and found her bathed in 
tears, My dear child, ſaid be, what can 
cauſe this diſtreſs ? Oh, my dear madam, 
; replied 
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replied Orinda, you know it but too 
well. Pardon my weakneſs, and not 
only permit me, but animate me to fol- 
low the example the moſt worthy, the 
beſt of men has ſet me; fuffer me, in- 
ſtead of returning to England, to-return 
to St. Cyr, and take the veil. To ſee me 

wretched, I well know, will render both you 
and my father completely ſo: to know 
l am not only eaſy, but happy, for that ! 
make no doubt I ſhall be, as ſoon as the 
foree of my ſorrows are enough abated 
to leave me leiſure to reflect I am capable 
of infinitely greater, more exaltedfelicity 
thanthisgew-gaw world can give, and in the 
road to obtain that happineſs I was born 
for: my dear madam, continued the, 
uſe your influence with my father to ob- 
tain this wiſhed · for boon, the only one I 
ſhall ever crave, and the only means of 
5 rendering 


— 
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rendering life ſupportable. I may ſee 


you often, and you will, I hope and be- 
lieve, have cauſe from the bleſſed change 
it will work in me, to rejoice in the ſuf- 
fering of this preſent moment. Mr. 
H——s fears ſuggeſted to his imagina- 
tion every thing dreadful, and he could 
no longer wait Mrs. H——'s return, but 
flew up ſtairs to Orinda's apartment. 
She inſtantly fell on her knees, and ear- 
neſtly intreated he would let her return 
to the convent. He anſwered but with 


tears, and liſtened with patience and at- 
tention to all her mother and ſhe could 


ſay; knowing of how little uſe it would 
be to attempt to diſſuade her from the 
only eligible plan which preſented itſelf 
to the wretched Orinda's ideas at that 
time. He conſented ſhe ſnould go to 


St. Cyr, upon giving him her moſt ſa- 


cred 
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cred and ſolemn word ſhe would not 
profeſs for the ſpace of two whole years, 
from the day ſhe entered the convent, 
and that her mother and himſelf | ſhould | 
be preſent (pleaſe God they lived ſo 
long) at the ceremony : that they ſhould | 
ſee her often in the interim, offer their 
arguments againſt her. taking the veil, 
and know her unbiaſſed ſentiments from 
time to time. If at the end of that. pe- 
riod ſhe continued ſteady to her purpoſe, 
be and her mother would reſign her to 
the will of Heaven; that diſpaſſionate 
cool reflection might ſhew her the ſitua- 
tion which then appeared inſupportable 
| toher, ina very different light; and it was 
more than probable ſhe would feel uneaſy 
hankerings after the world ſhe had unwa- 


. LY 


rily renqunced, whenit was too late. | She 
_ aſſured him that never could happen ; 
and 


. 
and that ſhe was too ſenſible of the ten- 
der indulgence he and her mother 
ſhewed on an occafion moft. parents 


would have anſwered with upbraidings, 
and made uſe of the authority they un- 
doubtedly had over a child to force her 
into the world, regardleſs of the wretch- 
| edneſs ſhe had to ſuſtain in it, to wiſn for 
more than they thought fit to grant. 
To ſee them muſt add to her happineſs 
in every ſtation; they might venture to 
depend on her dealing with the ingenuity 
they required, and had every right to 
expect from ber. Should ſhe feel any 
will to return into the world, at the ex- 
piration of the time allowed, ſhe would 


not conceal it from them, or heſitate a 
moment about leaving the convent, to 
which ſhe hoped: they would ſuffer her 
to retire immediately; her brother's re- 
turn 
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turn would more than make up to them 
the loſs of a daughter, whoſe folly had. 
rendered her a plague both to them and 
herſelf. Here tears, ſighs, and lamen- 
tations of every ſort ſtopped all inter- 
courſe of wards between them for ſome 
time. At length Mt. H ſaid ſhe 
ſhould go early the next day, if her mo- 
ther approved of it, who anſwered in 
the affirmative. They then ſeparated 
till ſupper, which was ordered in Mrs. 
H — 's dreſſing · room, on Orinda's ac- 
count, and no ſervants to wait, ſave an 
old groom of the chamber, who had 
been bred up in the Duke, Mr. H——s 
grandfather's family, and whe adored 
every branch of it. His heart was too 
full not to find vent at his eyes, and he 
was barely able to ſee; for tears, to bring 
what ä Supper was ſoon 


over, 


* 
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over, and as ſoon after as poſſible they 
all retired to their apartments, with lit- 
tle proſpect of reſt. Orinda would have 
been much more compoſed, had ſhe. 
not been witneſs to the ſorrows of ' thoſe 
who were moſt deſervedly dear to her, 
and alas! the unhappy cauſe of them 
all. But to ſhorten my narrative, be- 
hold theni arrived at St. Cyr by dawn of 
day the parting, though but for a few 
days, dreadful beyond imagination. You 
will wonder, ſo near as they were, they 
ſhould not ſee Orinda every day; but as 
young Mr. I was then on his re- 
turn from Rome, Mr. and Mrs. H 
determined to go to meet him, believ- 
ing it would alittle amuſe their thoughts, 
and be much better that he ſhould know 
the melancholy: event before be got to 
Paris. They ſet out that day, with very 
| few 
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fe attendants, none who were to ap- 
proach them, but the old man I have al- 
ready mentioned, and Mrs. H 
woman. They met their ſon the third 


day, who ſaw ſome heavy weight op- 
preſſed their minds, before they related 
the cauſe of it. He bore a large part in 
all they ſuffered, yet thought it much ea- 

ſier to remove melancholy by diverting, 
than indulging of it, and perſuaded 
them to return with him to Rome, where 
a certain marriage was ſoon to be cele- 
brated, of which they would not be in- 
different ſpectators. They took his 
counſel, and ”_ to Rome juſt rime 


enough to join 's train; they 
ſtayed to pay their devoirs, were well re⸗ 
ceived at his court, having very par- 
ticular honours ſhewn them. Orinda's 
| ſtory had reached his Holineſs before 


TO. Mr, 


; (98 ) 
Mr. H left Rome; Bh; eK much 
pains to retconcile Mr. and Mrs. 14 
to the will of providence, as his Holi- 
neſs called it. The effect it had on 
them is what you and Jean ill conceive. 
On cheir return to Paris, they went to St. 
Cyr with pleaſanter aſpects than whenthey 
left it; ſaid infinitely leſs than poor ſiſter 
| Louiſe (for fo ſhe was called) expected. 

As ſhe knew nothing of the converſations 
they had had with his'Holineſs, ſhe attri- 
buted this happy change to the Joy they 
had in her brother. Ve indeed wiſhed 
to diſſuade her from a plan that to him 
wore the appearance of a diſtempered 
.brain; but he found in Ser, it had | its 
ſource in cool, well digeſted reflection, 
therefore gave up the point. He not 
only felt for his ſiſter, but the poor 
Count, who had been one of his moſt 
Fn, intimate, 
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6 intimate, earlieſt friends. He went to 
I | Argenteuil, implored {but in vain) that 
Þ he might/fee him. The Count had en- 
tered into that ſevere order which pro- 
hibits its votaries all intercourſe with 
mortals, ſave once a year; however, with 
leave of his ſuperior, he wrote young 
Mr. 11 the W note. 


Attempt not, my friend, the brother 

of the happy Louiſe, to diſturb that re- 
poſe the world has neither power to give 
or take away. Truſt me, one ſingle mo- 
ments tranquillity I now experience, 
- overpays the loſs of a thouſand ſuch 
worlds as that we have quitted. Make 
no further effort to rob your ſiſter of 
cternal glory; let her run the race that is 
ſet before her, &c. To believers the 
""_u is pleaſant, and the end everlaſting 

4 F 2 peace. 
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peace. May the light ſo ſhine on you 
all, as to direct your feet into its paths. 


Thus prays your friend, Jerome. 


The above, with what the Pope had 
before ſaid, wrought ſo thorough a 
change in the minds of Mr. and Mrs. 
H——, as to make them enough ſariſ- 
fied with the part Orinda had choſen, to 
renounce all thoughts, all endeavours, 
for the future, to work a change in her 
inclination. Notwithſtanding they viſited 
her frequently, they had the pleaſure to 
find her more and more ſatisfied with her 
ſituation each time they ſaw her; ſhe was 
determined however not to take the veil 
till the expiration of the time allotted by 
Mr. H: for fear it might ever be 

imagined ſhe hid paſſion under the maſk 
of religion, and retired more from a diſ- 
| | guſt 


4 


uſt to the world, cauſed by the diſap- 
pointment ſhe had met with, than a 
right and ſerious turn of mind. It was 
' that ſtroke of fortune, ſhe at firſt deem- 
ed ſingularly ſevere, made her look into 
herſelf, ſhe has often owned to me; but 
to the ſame benign providence that mer- 
cifully threw that bitter drop. into her 
cup, to awaken in her a true. ſenſe of re- 
ligion, ſhe owed her perſeverance in it, 
and the perfect tranquillity ſhe then en- 
joyed. To return to Mrs. H=——> 

her huſband and ſon ; they were pretty 
| well reconciled to their lot; were obliged 
to go to England, to take e wk a 
very good eftate left to Mrs. H 
by a brother. They went to take leave 
of their dear Orinda; which cauſed ſome 


| tears, ſome tender ſenfations on all fi des; 
but that grief was tranſitory ; they cor- 
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reſponded regularly, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ho—— did not return to France till 
the expiration of the two years. They 
could not forbear wiſhing and endea- 
vouring to prevent their daughter taking 
the veil; but vain were all their efforts; 
the univerſe could not have tempted her 
to renounce her preſent happineſs, much 
leſs. hat ſhe ſaw before her; therefore, 
ten days after their arrival at Paris, ſhe 
was profeſſed, with all. poſſible form and 
ceremony is now the moſt agreeable, 
cheerful, contented being under the ſun, 
though this is the third year, ſince ſhe 
profeſſed. The Count ſhe: hears of but 
once a year. The anniverſary of the day 
he entered the cloiſter, he writes, a very 
ſhort letter, exhorting ſiſter Louiſa ever 
to. bear in mind: the peculiar mercies: of 
providence, in reſcuing them. both from 

the 
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the ſnares of Satan, the perils and vania 
ties of this wicked world, by vouchſa- 
fing to call them. (though through the 
thorny paths of worldly. delights)- to join 
his elect ſaints, bleſſed for ever. When 
ſhe begun her ſtory, I never doubted the 
Count with his ſword and brace of piſ· 
tols had ſallied out to ſhoot himſelf, or 
dit his, Gre failed) fall on, his ſword, 
a.V Angloiſe. How ſhocking is it to hear 
as we perpetually do in England, of _ 
dreadfy].cataſtrophes. What a blen 
wauld it be, my dear:Morvina, if there 
were receptacles for the wretched of both 
fexes,ſuch reſpectable aſylums as religious 
houſes, and I confeſs I ſee nothing in 
them repugnant to our way of worſhip, 
which I muſt ever hold preferable to any 
other I have yet ſeen. The legiſlature 
might limit theſe houſes to a certain 
0. number, 
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number, &c.. but how idle am! to ſtray 
ſo far out of my province, as to pretend 
to give laws to nations. You know Mr. 
H the ſon, is: married to one of 
te richeſt heireſſes in England, and as 
thoroughly unhappy as any perſon in it, 
and that is a bold word, let me tell you. 
With my ſtory I ſhalt finiſh my letter» 
when 1 have deſired I may hear from 
you very ſoon. Lady R finds 
herſelf ſo well recovered is to talk of re- 
Lurning to Paris Mertly. Adieu! God 
bleſs you; yours moſt ſincerely and af. 

fectionately. | | 


8 : 
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IL ET TER XXXII. 


WE ſpent the pleaſanteſt day with 
the Count and Counteſs that you can 


| imagine, my dear Morvina ; came loop 


ſo late laſt night, I am but Juſt up, ay. 


the clock has. ſtruck one; but. Lady 
R is too well bred to deſire I 


ſhould riſe to breakfaſt, or alter my me- 


thod of living, becauſe L am in her houſe. 
She ſays what my father uſed to tell us 
very early, that the obligation is. from 
you to your company, not from them to 
you ; that you are indiſpenſibly bound 
by the laws of honour, hoſpitality, and 
good manners, to. render your houſe as. 
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| ( 206 9. 
agreeable and eaſy as poſſible to all your 
friends and acquaintance. Indeed ſhe 
Practices, as he did, what ſhe preaches, 
But to give you ſome account of our en- 
tertainment: we drove through moſt 
delightful avenues, the whole way from 
this place to the Count's, which is a 
magnificent old caſtle, ſaid to be built 
by the famous conſtable Montmoreney, 
by way of villa, when he choſe to retire, 
and deſcended 1 to the preſent poſſeſſor i in 
right of a female of that houſe marrying | 
into his. Be that as it may, it is a charm- 
ing place, and they who own'it are wor- 
thy of every thing. The gallery and ſa- 
loo are faperb; ſome good paintings ; 
the furniture, tho? old, ſtill has an air of 
magnificence. An aunt of the Counts 
is now with them; came to receive the 
| Counteſs z and i is one of the moft agree- 
7 te 
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able women J ever met with; has all the 
dignity of the laſt age, with the chearful- 
neſs of this; the Counteſs is ſo charmed 
with her, ſhe dreads to hear of her go- 
ing to Paris, where ſhe means, and in- 
deed muſt go, long before them, as ſhe 
belongs to the court, to which ſhe is ſtill 
an ornament; and where ſhe has lived 
fince the age of eighteen, with an un- 
blemiſhed reputation, notwithſtanding 


| the extraordinary. ſhare. of beauty, as 


well as wit, ſhe poſſeſſed muſt have ex- 
cited much. envy. in the women, as well 
as love in the men. This proves (what 


1, have often advanced) it depends upon 


ourſelves to baffle ſlander, by a proper 


conduct, ariſing from a droiture of heart: 
for nothing is more certain, than that 
truth, ſooner or later, will force con- 


viction, and ſilence calumny, though. de- 


corated with the ſpecious pretence of in- 
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nocence and love of virtue. So much 
for Madame de Boneaur. When we ar- 
rived at the Count's, be and the Coun- 
teſs met us at the door of the ſaloon, 
whence we were led into an anti- cham- 
ber, from thence into the Counteſs's 
dreſſing· room, which is indeed truly ele- 
gant, hung with immenſe fine tapeſtry, 
though not in the modern ſtile; the 
chairs, ſophas, window, and door cur: 


tains, of the moſt fuperb gold ſtuff; a 


very fine chimney- piece of ſtatuary mar- 


ble, ſupported by Cupid on one ſide, 
and Hymen on the other, very finely 


carved, as is the upper part of the chim- 


ney- piece, and inlaid with the fineſt por- 


Phyry. The floor is. cedar, inlaid 


with ivory, fmall Moſaic : within this is 
a ſmalllibrary which beats alldeſcription 
it is wainſcotted and floored with cedar, 


5 
FI 


— 
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tbe wainſcot wy bookcaſes finely carved, 
the pannels ſmall; in the middle of each 
hung a drawing of ſome great genius, in 
the dreſs of the time and country he li- 


ved: amongſt them. were Shakeſpeare, 
f Milton, &c. They have carried us down 

to the reign of queen Anne, which mar 
juſtly be termed the golden age of let- 
ters in England. There was beſides a 
thouſand curious things, were I to men- 
tion, would fill a pretty large volume. 
But I cannot paſs over in ſilence a ſtrong; 
box, too beautiful to forbear wiſhing for. 
It is of the fineſt old gold j japan; lock, 

. hinges, handles, and many, other orna- 
ments, gold; and ſuch a key, as would: 
require ſome ſtrength to carry. After 
regaling ourſelves with i ice, fruit, lemon- 
aid, orgeat, &c. we ſallied out in open. 


carriages of various forts, to this extra- 
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0 
ordinary kunt; the ridicutouſheſs of 


which is beyond all conception, as well 
as the noiſe the whole 0 196. made. 
Alf the accounts Lord R has 
given us, of une partie de la chaſſe, ou- 
tre as they appeared to us, do not I af. 
ſure you come up to it. A ſhort time 
gave us enough of it, and I was heartily | 
glad to return to the beautiful chateau | 
T could never tire of. So ſoon as we had 
| recommoded our dreſs, dinner was ſerved 
up; the firſt courſe of fifteen covers, all 
ſoups, except ſome plates of bouilli put 
in between the tureens; the ſecond courſe, 
. the ſame number of diſhes, conſiſted of 
fiſh and ſavory pies of every ſort ; the 
4 third courſe Was roties of all kinds, and 
entremets made up in all thirty covers; 
then came the deſert, ſerved up on the 
mod beautiful Chantilly ware you ever 
beheld, 
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ginable. But no more of eating I 


| have tired you to death. already, wich it. 
Sp. faan as it was over we went into the 


drawing · room, which is: very fine in- 


: deed, forty. feet by. five-and-thirty, by 


ſattin, embroidered with ſilks; the ſtory 


twenty; the: ceiling finely painted; the 


ſtory Mars and Rhea, the hanging and 


of che hanging is Paſtor- Fido; the, cux- 


tains I did nat notice, but believe they 


are only natural flowers, &. Coffee 


over, we went into the gallery, where 
Was muſic, cards, &c, After that, home. 


Lady R— was not allowed to be 


out late at aights, therefore would. not 
ſtay ſupper; ſhe would have had. me 
n you may be ſure I would, not 

purchaſe 


purchaſe pleaſure at the expence of gra- 
titude, nay, every generous ſentiment: 
The Count, Counteſs, and Madame de 
Boneaur, will come to us before we leave 
this charming retreat, which I believe 
ten days will bring about. Should Lady 
R (as I believe and hope) be well 
enough before we quit Paris for me to 
leave her a few days, I mean to ſpend 
them at the convent with my eſtimable 
friend, and doubt not I ſhall: be able to 
tell you when we meet, they were the 

moſt ſatisfactory and pleaſant of any I 
have paſſed fince we left England; tho? 
T have had little cauſe to complain of 

time hanging heavily on my hands. 
- Sanchonia has this inſtant told me — 
zs at Paris; but ſince he cannot get into 
our fer, at leaſt, while we ſtay; it is of lit- 
* ** to me, unleſs Lord R 
mhould 


ng) 
mould hear he is there, and take it into 
his head to be wonderfully civil to him, 
on account of his connection to our fa- 
mily. I have charged Sanchonia not to 
mention his. being at Paris for her fe, 
therefore I think it is hardly probable 
Lord R - will ever hear of him. 
One very great happineſs of this country 
s, you are not liable to meet with peo- - 
pl- you do not like, or viſit them as you 
do in London. Our viſiting people's 
doors for ever, is the joke of all the 
world; and well it may; ſo inconſiſt- 
ent is it with that character of plain ho- 
neſty, friendſhip, &c. we aſſume, and 
vainly affect. To-morrow will, I hope, 
bring me a letter from my dear Morvi- 
na, whoſe converſation is at all times and. 


places neceſſary towards making up the 
| happineſs of her affectionate ſiſter. 
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LETTER XXXIIE 


THE, Count and Counteſs have. chis 
moment left us; but not without mas 
king me promiſe to ſpend ſome time 
with them next ſummer, if. I came to this 
country, which they both hope and be- 
lieye I will, I ſeem, ſo truly pleaſed with 

it. That I am ſo is certain, and ſhalhak: 
ways prefer Paris to London, &c. &c. 
The Count and Counteſs are extremely 
muſical; he excels on the German flute, 
ſhe on the piano forte: they. both ſing in 
the Italian taſte; play no other muſic: 
indeed the French muſic is _horrid, tho? 


weheardrit i in the higheſt perfection from 
Madame 


e Ins } 
Madame de Boneaur ; ſhe ſung us ſeve- 
ral F rench ſongs, and played upon the 
clavicorde: I played upon one of the 
fineſt harpſichords I ever touched, that 
belongs to my friend, who plays divine- 
ly. I may make uſe of that epithet, 
fince ſhe now. plays and ſings church 
muſic only. To · morrow we go to Paris, 
to the great diſcontent of Bonaria, tho 
he has a general. invitation. to the n 
de R= — 1 have told him 
zs at Paris, as well as my reaſons for 
willing it ſhould be a ſecret from Lord 
R, which is ſure more than he had 


a right to expect: but with an extraord 1 


nary good underſtanding, an uncommon 
ſhare of goodneſs, he has abſurdities; j 
but alas! my dear Morvina, who is 
exempt from follies? It is enough 1 
Hope to be free from faults, Lord R— 


ſtays 


„ 
ſtays but ten days at Paris. I ſhall write 
you a long letter from thence, and but 
one 1 believe. 1 ſhall have much to em- 
ploy me for that ſhort time, you will 
readily believe. Lord R— 
patient to get into England. Two or 


is im- 


three of his boroughs are vacant, and he 
has not determined who to offer them to; 
neither will he, till he has had an audi- 
ence ; for he holds our Engliſh law, that 
kings can do no wrong, moſt religiouſly 
true, notwithſtanding his love of liberty. 
T his ſounds enigmatical, I confeſs; but 
to explain it in as few words as poſſible, 
he ſays, that ſince our Henry the Seventh” 
threw the balance of power into the 
hands of the Commons, it 1s their fault 
: when any adminiſtration encroaches up- 


on the liberties of the people, or rather 


the fault * the people for chooſing repre- 
2 ſentatives 


Feritatives ignorant of the laws of their 
country, ho have no property of their 
on in it to guard, at leaſt ſo trifling a 
ptoperty, that it is'in the power of every 
miniſter to buy them. For great tra- 
ding towns, he allows: one of their mem- 
bers ſhould be a merchant of property, 
with a 'thorough knowledge of trade; 
but the reſt ought to be chofen 'out of 
people of family, landed property, and 
conſequenee in their reſpective coun- 
ties; not from the banks of the Ohio, 
&c. and that the qualification ought to 
be encreaſed as the value of money 
AImks; and conſidering the difference 
from: tlie time that act firſt took place 
ich the preſen t tumes, it hould be dou - 
wbled at leaſt. I agree with him entire- 
ly, but much fear we -thall not meet 
With enow-of our opinion to render it 
. | ef- 
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efiftual. * However, 1 deſire you -will 
 ſiffer the power of your chaftns to in- 


fluence the ſquires againſt - the general 
election, and not think I am run politi- 
cally mad, becauſe a kind of national, 


patriotic ſpirit will now and then buoy 


up in ſpite of me. The TRENDY ſitu- 
ation our friend Miſs 
and friendly diſpoſition? 3 her ſubmit 


8 good heart 


to, grieves me exceedingly. She is too ro- 
mantic in her ideas of friendſhip: her life 
ſhould not fall a ſacrifice to it. To expect 
delicacy and ſentiment ſhould awaken the 
ſmalleſt ſpark of virtue, of gratitude, in 
the heart of a tyrannic profligate, is to 


live in the clouds, and expect miracles to 


be wrought i in our fayour. 1. pity his 


wife ; ; but as, thank heaven, I am not 


wedded to the brute, 1 never will fub- 


je&t myſelf to his horrid temper and ca- 
| 2 price, 


T0} 

price. He left France but. a very ſhort 
time before we came here; gained the 
appellation of le Count de Belle Hu- 


meur, which I wonder at, ſince ſpite 


of his hypocriſy, 1 think the rancour of 
his heart appears in his countenance, 
with a ſelf-ſufficiency that is intolerably 
diſguſting, But it is the turn of the 


family; for he has in a convent in Paris 


the very counterpart of him. Should 


ſhein ſome whim (for ſhe has a thouſand) 


take the veil, ſome man will have a bleſ- 
ſed eſcape ; ; for ſhe is not ill looking, 
and will have an immenſe fortune, there- 
fore in all probability be married, ſhould 
ſhe return into the world. Give my ſin- 
eere love to Miſs 3 tell her ſhe 
has been too long loſt to her friends, her 


| family, and the world; that I earneſtly 


pray l may find her returned to them 
| 0 
2 


LP 
all, on my arrival in England. I have 
tired your patience, my dear Morvina, 
large as your portion of that virtue is, 
not to wear it out; I will only enten 


you to love and believe me ever your 
friend. 


This moment Lay N telle me 


we are to remain a fortnight or three 

weeks longer in this dear town; Lord 
R finding by letters, an expreſs to 
our ambaſſador brought him, the elec- 
tions do not come on ſo ſoon as he ima- 
| gined; and willing to indulge me, has 
put off his journey till the latter end of 

the month. Adieu, till the next cou- 
rier. 


A 
Bp” 15 
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My dear Morving, Faria 
IHE ſplendor of this metropolis on 
every approach to it is amazing; its 
beauty wonderful. The public ſhews 
aſtoniſhingly great. Thoſe we have had 

on a late marriage were indeed ſuperb. : 
but you had ſo particular, and withal fo 
juſt an account of it in the public pa- 
pers, it would be abſurd to ſay more, 
chan that all you read was literally true. 
be retirement of one of the Meſdames 
does not make leſs noiſe ; nobody can 
account for it; otherwiſe than that fe 
quitted this world from a call to a bet- 
3 ter. She had always great good quali- 


ties, 


 quaintance was Lord C 
couſin D 
ſoon as they could, for there was a migh- 


{ 8 


tics, therefore ſurely does not need the - - 
© ſevere penance ſhe exerciſes over her- 


ſelf; but of that foe muſt be the beſt 
judge. We were at Court laſt night; 
met all our French, and ſome of our 


Engliſh acquaintance there. I am much | 
_ pleaſed with the eaſe of the French 
court: -: 10.18 delightful : yet whether 
from prejudice, or what I cannot fay, | 
but in my opinion it wants the grandeur 

of ours. Amongſt the reſt of our ac- | 


— and his 


—. They came up to us as 


ty crowd. Lord R— as I feared he 
would, aſked them to dinner, à la mode 


des Angloiſe, as this day. Luckily they 


| were engaged, and to-morrow I go 
to my dear coadjutreſs early in the 
; GTRIOGs and Ray with her two or three 


6G 2 nights, 


4 Ta). 
- nights. What a fortunate event. 1 
have been called from you to a viſitor 
no body knew. Who could it be ? You 
will wonder ; and will wonder ſtill more 
when I tell you it was Lady B—. 
The wits ſervants, who could not re. 
member her name, were a Swiſs porter 
and an Italian groom of the chamber, 
: whom Lord R— hired with the hotel, 
and will leave in it. I breakfaſt with her 
to-morrow at peep of day; for ſhe riſes 
you know with the lark. I carry her 
along with me to the convent, and intro- 
duce her to my friend. Lord R=— is 
in a moſt violent fuſs, that I will not 


ſtay to dine with my countrymen. Lady 
R who has infinite quickneſs, 
thinks it to the full as well as 1 
ſhall leave them to diſpute it out. He 


is too well-bred to wrangle with a lady, 
E and 
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and too good a huſband to quarrel with 


his wife. Notwithſtanding I love him 


extremely as an uncle, I would not be 


his wife for the univerſe ; nor any man's 


wife z ſuch repugnance do I feel to be 


controuled by a being who profeſſes him- 


felf your ſlave, and dances attendance 
until he has you in his power. Secure 


of that, he from the ſuppliant plays the 


haughty lord; and if you feel it, cries 
your temper is inſupportable, immedi- 
ately looks out for ſome femme com- 
mode, on whom he laviſhes his fortune, 


regardleſs of your ſufferings. © This may 


not always be the caſe; but it ſo fre- 
quently happens, I am amazed any wo- 
man of condition. will marry without a 


very good pin-money. I know the men 


in general cry out violently againſt this; 


ſay it is declaring war before hand. Let 


37 © 2 them 


( 
tem not deſerve it, and I will venture 
to anſwer they will never feel the bad ef- 
fects of it. The cruel lot of the charm- 
ing woman who has juſt left me, and of 


the other J am going to in the morning, 


has put me out of humour with the 
whole race of mankind. Good night: 
I ſhall now have more than uſual amuſe- 
; = ment for you, and will write conſtantly: 
from this place. Adieu ma a chere, je 
vous baiſe la main. 


(on) 5 


LETTER XXXV. 


My dear Morvina, ud Ag 
Lady B. — did not accompany 
me yeſterday to this ſweet aſylum, but 1 
| have been too well entertained to regret 
even her. My eſtimable friend appeared 
more amiable than ever. I cannot for- 
bear telling her, it is cruel to exert all 
her powers of enchantment, when I am 
on the brink of leaving her. Not con- 
tent with that neither, ſhe introduced 
me to Madame — ., whoſe addreſs 
inſtantly prejudiced me in her favour: 
but when ſhe enters into converſation, 
ſhe is charming beyond imagination, 
This lady has been in Paris ever fince our 
ts G 4 arrival, 
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arrival, not having thrown off her weeds 


above ſix weeks; I the greateſt part of that 
time in the country; we never met, 
which was ſingularly unlucky, as I paſs 
ſo much of my time with the coadjutreſs, 
and ſhe viſits at this houſe a young lady 
whom ſhe intimately knew at the court 
of Peterſburg, a moſt worthy, well-dif- 
Poſed young woman, but did not then 
ſeem of a turn to take the veil, Her 


father was a man of family of this 
country, her mother a Livonian of high 


rank, but very ſmall fortune, He, like | 
all cadets of the nobleſſe i in F rance, en- 
tered early into the ſervice. Upon his 
marriage with the above lady was per- 
ſuaded to quit this for the Ruſſian ſer- 
vice, where the Livonians had enjoyed an 
extraordinary ſhare of favour. During 
the reign of the empreſs Anne, a prefe- 

Ss | rence 
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rence was ever given to the young wo- 
men of Livonia, for maids of honour; 
&c. conſequently the daughters of Ma- 
dame la Ch——e, who was of the firſt 
family in that country, were preferred to 
all others, nd her huſband provided for 
accordingly. He was a very worthy 
man, but ſo ſtrongly infatuated with the 
mal du pais, as to reject ſome of the 
greateſt marriages in the empire, in point 
of fortune, for his daughters, from the 
total inability he felt in himſelf to get 
over their origin, and the perſuaſion that 
every deſcendant of 55 muſt feel the 
ſame reluctance, nay horror, at ſuch un 
natural connections. 5 How erroneous 
this idea of his was, a very ſhort ſpace 


of time proved. Scarce was he cold in 
his grave (poor man) When his favourite 

"_ married one of the loweltz moſt 
G 5 cor 
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b 
the new nobility, whoſe manners and 
merit never once belied his original. 
Our preſent ſubject inherited her father's 
. ſpirit, retired with her mother into Livo- 
nia, and on ber death, into this convent, 
though ſhe had wherewithal to live in the 
world, and the happineſs to be much ei- 
teemed init. The largeſt part of her 
fortune ſhe has given to her eldeſt bro- 
ther, lately married to a young lady of Li- 
vonia, who wanted nothing but the de- 
quoy. By the help of ber generoſity, 
they are enabled to ſupport moſt amply 
the dignity of that ancient and truly hoſ- 
pitable houſe which gave them to the 
world. A long digreſſion this. But to 
return to my new acquaintance : : my 
friend has ſettled that we are to meet 
every day, ſo long as we ſtay in Paris, 
F e that 


1 
that we may renew our acquaintance, 
ſans ceremonie, when Madame comes 
to England. She ſpends this day with 
us; is juſt gone home to dreſs; more 
than I can prevail on myſelf to do, until 
I have told you a very pretty, though 
melancholy tale; the knowledge of 
which I owe in ſome meaſure to this lady, 


* be K of ht 


His father, the Earl of , was one 
of the noblemen who followed the for- 
tunes of their unhappy monarch, James 

the Second, and went into F rance, leaving 

his lady far advanced in her pregnancy 
of our preſent ſubject, Soon as ſhe was 
in a ſituation to travel, ſhe followed her 
lord, * took the child along with her, 


G6 whoſe 
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whoſe beauty, when he grew up, Was 
only equalled by that merit, wit, polite- 
neſs, and a thoufand other perfections 


he poſſeſſed, which failed not to render 
him the idol, the delight of all his ac- 


duaintance. 80 ſoon as he arrived at 
the proper age, he entered into the army, 
where he behaved confiſtent with him- 
ſelf. One winter the regiment was 
quartered in Normandy ; he lodged at 
the houſe of an officer who had an only 
daughter, young, beautiful, and inge- 
ious 3 z you will eaſily divine the conſe- 
quence of this acquaintance was firſt a 
liking, then a love; on Bis fide ſo violent 
and open, her father began to think his 
interpoſition neceſſary, and told my lord, I 
with all the reſpect, the deference due 
from an inferior officer to his comman- 


der, all the warmth natural to an alarm- 
ed 


6s 
ed parent; however undeſerving bis 
daughter might appear of the honour of 
being his wife, he thought her far above 
being his miſtreſs ; intreated his lordſhip 
to make no delay in removing from a fa- 
mily which had merited better from him 
than to render it wretched. Thus was 
Marcellus obliged to quit the houſe; 
but he could not quit the miſery of his 


_ own: mind; the object of his paſſion ever 
preſent to it, haunted him every where. 
Finding the young lady amply returned 
his love, to aſſure Ber of Bis faith, and 
ſecure Ber's, he propoſed a mutual con- 
track between them, which was immedi- 
ately executed. This affair you may 
imagine could not paſs in ſilence. Lord | 
——, who was his colonel, and others of 
his relations, informed his mother, Lady 
. of the whole affair. She immedi- 
2 | ately 


— 
ately ordered him to return home; uſed 
every argument, perſuaſion, nay threat, to 
deter him froma marria ge ſne never would 
pardon, and which muſt inevitably ruin 
the young woman he loved; the Ia, the 
moſt powerful of all her arguments. Yet 
he held out upwards of three years, 
young as he was, beſieged on all ſides, by 
a mother he loved, a family both he and 
all the world reſpected, and infinitely too 
high to brook his contaminating their 
blood by ſuch an alliance. Over- pow- 
ered at length by the tears and intrea- 
ties of his mother, he yielded ſo far, as 
to write a letter to the idol of his ſoul, 
conceived in the following terms: _ 


Whatever 1 ſuffer, I cannot endure 
the bare idea of being an obſtacle to 
728 ou fortune, your happineſs. Sure as 
Iam 
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I am your charms have power to ſecure 
you both, in ſome man, leſs the ſport of 
fortune, though not more truly, more 
tenderly yours. As the ſtrongeſt mark 
of my affection, let me entreat you, chaſe 
from your heart and memory a wretch 
whoſe family are inexorable, determined 
never to receive an angel, unadorned 
with long anceſtral train. Short ſight- 
ed, ill judging mortals. No more; re- 
ceive the contract you generouſly bę- 
ſtowed, the choiceſt boon I have to give, 


and return that of the 
| | Wretched Marcellus. 


The lady inſtantly W with 
his requeſt, in reſtoring him his part of 
the contract, at the ſame time aſſuring 
bim, ſhe took it not with an intent to 

** bim, whoſe happineſs ſhe had ever 
= preferred 
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| preferred to her OWN, and moſt ſincere- 
Iy wiſhed he might meet it, in ſome more 
worthy choice. She did not long ſur- 
vive ber generoſity and bis change, fal- 


ling into a conſumption, ſhe died within 


the year. The ſhock fell ſo heavily on 
the wretched mind of Marcellus, he ne- 
ver was able to recover his ſpirits ; from 
the moſt lively, he became the moſt me- 
lancholy of mankind ; though doomed 


to drag life on ſome years after her, he 


never enjoyed-it. The laſt three months 
of his miſerable exiſtence, he ſhut him- 
ſelf up from all company, and died of a 
fever, which had no . e no 
e of danger attending it. 


This ae E ae 3 . fur- 
niſh matter for a fine high-flown novel. 
Leſt it ſhould meet ſo ſevere a lot, throw 


_ 
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it into the fire, and in a poſt or two I 
may perhaps have the honour of throws 
ing another at your feet. Adieu, gen- 
tle Morvina. 


( 138 ) 


LETTER 11 


I muſt leave this bleſſed retreat to- 
morrow, my dear Morvina, and the de- 

lightful ſociety of my friend, and Ma- 
dame , pleaſing and inſtructive be- 
yond any thing I ever met with; they 
make me feel a thouſand times more re- 
gret at leaving Paris than I ever felt be- 
fore. Theſe ladies are capable of form- 
ing you for the world or a convent, for 
the court or the cottage. They have 
ſhone in the firſt, and are not only con- 
tent, but happy in the latter; never 
having ſwerved from that rectitude of 
; Heart, that Pp of conduct, which 
e | only 


e 

only can reconcile us to ourſelves, and 
render the winter of life more than com- 
fortable; make us able to pleaſe, at the 
time we inſtrutt others, without having 
recourſe to a card- table or ſcandal to fill 
up the vacant hours of the remnant of a 
fe ſquandered in trifles. Judge not 
from this, that either they or 1 abjure all 

worldly delights, becauſe we wiſh to be | 
able to live without them. They am- 
ply ſhew me it is practicable, nay plea- 
fant, What can be more ſo than the 
ſelf-approving mind; it renders you 
not only reſpectable in your own eyes, 
but reſpected throughout the circle of 
your acquaintance; not deemed a tax 


on them, when not immediately wanted 


20 fill up a vacant chair. But to you, 
my dear ſiſter, F need not enlarge upon 


2 you 8 already too many 
reſources 
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reſources in yourſelf, to dread dwindling 
into a faſcinez a very pretty military 
term, that, not ill adapted, I hope you 
will allow, to thoſe trifling nothings, 
many of whom you and I have the hon- 
our to know, and equally admire. Apro- 
pos to military; I muſt tell you ——— 
has forced his way into this houſe, under 
pretence of ſeeing Miſs H=—; a young 
lady who is nearly related to him, and 
Bere for her education; but from the 
efforts he has made to get introduced to 
the Counteſs, Ge ſuſpects other motives 
at the bottom. Would I could ſee him 
| turn friar: not that it would influence | 
me to take the veil, or that he ſhould be 

my confeſſor if I did. Never was there 
ax truer maxim than that of the Duke de 
la Rochfoucault. No man can love 
8 Os ſecond time the perſon 'whom 
*. | < he 
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* he has once truly. ceaſed: to love. 
To a rational mind the firſt cannot hap- 
pen, without ſufficient cauſe, and after 
that, to return like the dog to his vomit, 
would ſcandalize rationality. I am ſtill 
of opinion, the extraordinary perſeverance 
r — . proceeds more from opiniatrett 
than love: I mean of others; ſelf- love ; 
and vanity. leaving little room in his | 
heart for any other inhabirant.. He is 
| much admired here, and certainly is 
| handſome ; ; added to which, his foreign 
education has given him les meurs, 
which have a charm above all the reſt for 


the French; and 1 own 1 agree with 
them entirely in thinking the form of 


an angel, without them, never can pleaſe 
a perſon of tolerable taſte ; and ſure 1 
am, that all theſe together, without an 


| heart, will. il maintain this co T 
RT. © 
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What takes our heart, muſt merit out 
< eſteem.” Lady R——'s coach is 


come; I muſt ſhorten my letter; no 


great lofs to you; I feel myſelf growing | 


dull. My next will more than make 
amends : I dare allow you to expect 


much entertainment, I ſhall have ſuch 


an anecdote for you, it is worth millions. 


' Anſwer this ſoon, if you have any more 
commiſſions, or I ſhall hardly have time 


to execute them, and by that means loſe 


infinite pleaſure; for truſt me, my dear 
4 Morvina, I have a very ſenſible pleaſure 
in being employed for your ſervice. I 


have written a very long letter to my 
mother, expreſſive of the joy I feel on 


= her recovery, though I flatter myſelf, 
my conduct has not left the love and ho- 


nour I bear her in the leaſt degree equi- 


vocal, and that you know with what 


ten der 
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render affection and unalterable friend- 


ſhip I am, my dear ſiſter, ever yours, 


Henrietta. 


P. S. Do you ever viſit the cave * 
mean to ſpend much time in it; to in- 
voke the Muſes to uſe no ſpells to pre- | 
vent their anſwering my prayers, 1 
know you hate ſeribblers; no matter; I 
will not inſiſt on your reading all I write.. 
Once more adieu pour le preſent. _ 


8 
5 1. e E ; I © 
= * T 


2 

N 

4 

i 

E 

in 

2-6 

5 
4 


i ar = _ 2 = 
ha 2 — 3 — l ; nn rac * 7 2 
F * . = 2 Fe. == 2 


T I F 2 4 
1 = * þ A mk n 
- r n _ 
2 2 A < a 


— - — = 
= wn EE - et 3, < 283 
5 2 


E 72 * 
1 T * Par 
* 4 — * 


— , 
— 


_— bY 
— = — 2 22 — WH noone i ee — - - 
: — 
. 4 


GY * * . 
. . rn ores 
- 


— 
7 


* 


0 . 
{ % ( 4 ) FS 
9 3 ＋ 4 


LETTER XXXVIL 


My dear Morvin 8 


' NOT to wear you out with con- 


vent anecdotes, I ſend you one of a 
court; no leſs a court than that of Ruſ. 


ſia, and of no leſs a man than the Em- 


peror, Peter the Firſt, ſo deſervedly ſti- 


led the Great. You ſhall have it ſans 
preface, which almoſt always tries the 
Patience, and fatigues the mind ſo, as to 
leave little reliſh for the ſtory: That it 
is a fact, is all that I will now ſay: my 
comments on, and how I came by it, 


call follow. Know then, this prince, 


ſo 
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1 ſuperior to every wn fo 
unconquerable in arms, was by no means 
proof againſt: the tender paſſions, and 
received a wound from the byight, eyes 
of the daughter of an officer in his ar- 
my, above the power of art to heal, or 
the force of his reſolution to ſuſtain with - 
that dignity, that fortitude, ' which had 
hitherto ſo peculiarly: marked. the cha- 
racter of this extraordinary man, 
throughout every ſcene of action. She 
was young. perfectly beautiful, and 
along wich it all, carried the appearance 
of virtue, which the Emperor has fre- 
quently declared ſeryed more effectually 
to complete her conqueſt, than all the 
other agreemens ſhe poſſeſſed; ſo un- 
accountably are we made, ſaid Be, I 
could not help adoring that virtue, at 
che ſame inſtant I wiſhed, and tried, by 
Vox. H. „5 every 


" Jn 
11 


rival (declared at leaſt) to "baffle + {his 
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every warrantable means to undermine 
it. But long, alas! were all his efforts 
in. Not Prior's Egyptian ſlavt re- 
ceived her Eaſtern monarch with more 
hauteur, or ſeemed more reſolutely bent 
to mortify las pride, and to make him 


feel how feeble, how vague, all human 


greatneſs, when we preſume on ſecuring 


our happineſs by it, even in this gew- 


gaw world, and ſuffer i it to lead us be- 
yond reaſon's limits. He bad indeed no 


hopes. Time and perſeverance, he flat- 
tered himſelf might in dove, as in war 


che had frequently experienced) ſur- 
mount 4 diffieulties, and in the end 


give him poſſeſſiun df that heart, which 


only had power to fer his at eaſe, . He 


firſt attacked her vanity, believing with 
the vi ee dat the ru- 
N 1 ** 


600 
Ting paſſion in a female mind; but al- 
though he offered every ſacrifice. to bers 


within the utmoſt extent of his power 


(to marry her was not in his power) 6 
had the mortification,' after fome months 


cloſe liege, to find himſelf juſt where he 

began. He next attacked her avarice, to 7 
the full as unſucceſsfully. In ſhort, he 
tried her on all ſides; left no' paſſion 
unflattered the human mind' is heir to. 
At length, when be, from frequent re- 
8 pulſes, very rarely the lot of princes, was 
reduced to deſpair, and upon the very 


verge of leaving her, ſhe yielded; at the 
ſame time aſſuring him, the combats 
the had fo long ſuſtained between vit- 

ue, modeſty, and her paſſion for hine 
ein had all along equalled that his 


| Majeſty had ſo honorably, nay amply, 


W towards her) had produced 
ET... _ 
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infinitely ſorer eonflicts in her mind than 
even Peter the Great. ever had to, en- 
counter. But if her ſufferings ſhould 


happily enhance the value of an honeſt, 


though. humble heart, in the eyes of 
her adored monarch, ſhe muſt ever 


hereafter reflect on them with the high- 
eſt gratification; that inſtead of idly at- 


tempting to expreſs ſentiments ſo far 


above the reach of words, ſhe begged 


leave to refer his Majeſty to her future 
conduct, for proofs of the gratitude and 
| tenderneſs of an heart whoſe greateſt 
glory, and warmeſt wiſh, was to render 


itſelf worthy its poſſeſſor. All this the 
Emperor implicitly believed, and held 
himſelf the happieſt of mortals ; that a 
life of abject dayery would but ill pay 
the value of a jewel ſo ineſtimable. Thus 


apparently y they loved, and lived toge- 
ther 


\ £4 94 N 5 4 2 
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ther in perfect union for ſome years, till 
time and chance, the great diſcloſer of 
human events, ſnewed the Emperor, be- 
yond all poſſibility of doubt, the dupe 
her artifice had made of him, or more 
probably the rectitude and nobleneſs of 


his own mind; for convinced am I, a 


good heart will often betray the beſt 
head in the world into weakneſſes that 
would be barely pardonable in a drivel- 
or The Emperor was ever ornament- 
ing and improving Peterſburg; had built 
a fortreſs in the ſea, which he deſigned 
for priſoners of ſtate. . No ſooner was it 
finiſhed than he gave a ſuperb entertain- 
ment there to all the foreign miniſters 
then reſident at his court, and to many 
| of his own nobility. Bath at and after 
dinner the glaſs was puſhed about briſk- 
ly, conſequently; the whole company in 
H 3 ſpirits. 
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ſpirits. In coming out to take boat. 
the Poliſh miniſter, by ſome untoward, 
and for him fatal, accident, fell over the 
bridge and was drowned, notwithſtand- 
ing every effort uſed to ſave: him. The 
Emperor expreſſed infinite concern at the 


accident, and the inefficacy of alb the re- 


medies which had been inſtantly admini- 


ſteted ʒ then turning to the reſt of the 
company, he ſaid, all papers, he thought, 


ſhould be deemed ſacred, and deſired all 


the miniſters {here would be preſent at 


the taking the papers out of this unhap- 


py man's pockets, and ſet their ſeals up- 


on them, along with his own. In ſearch- 
ing for papers, ſomething fell on the 
floor; the Emperor himſelf ſtooped and 
took it up; to his aſtoniſhment and 


confuſion it proved to be a picture of 


the lady who had fo long and fo unwor- 
_ „ 
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thily engroſſed his heart, nay, his very 
ſoul, who, if he ever ſuffered a pang 
about, it proceeded from the reflection 
of having ſeduced ſuch inflexible, ſuch 
untainted virtue and honor. Is it won- 
derful then, his Majeſty ſhould be cu- 
rious to pry further ? ſurely no. On ob- 
ſerving ſeveral letters, theſe, ſaid he, 
contain no ſtate affairs, and opened them, 
read one or two, and took the remain- 
der of that parcel, ordering the reſt of the 
papers to be carefully ſealed up, left the 
company, went into his barge, and the 
moment he landed ſet off poſt for Moſcow, 
hens he had left the miſtreſs of his 
heart. He arrived there in. an incredi- 
ble ſhort ſpace of time, went directly to 
the houſe of a lady who was a friend to 
them, both, and ordered her to fend for 
* miſtreſs to meet him there inſtantly. 
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She obeyed, though much ſurpriſed to 


ſee the Emperor ſo unexpectedly, and 


with eyery mark of horror, rapei and de. 


ſpair vifibly painted in his countenance. 
The moment the lady arrived, with much 


warmth he aſked her how) ſhe came to 
write to the Poliſh miniſter : the at firſt 
denied ever having written to him; on 


which his Majeſty produeed the packet 
of letters taken out of that miniſter's 
pocket, all of her writing, and in the 


common ſtile of fondneſs, informing her 
likewiſe how they fell into his hands, and 
of the unfortunate end of his rival. Not 
having heard of bis death till that mo- 
ment, forgetting, or at leaſt regardleſs 


of all danger, ſhe delivered herfelf vp to 
grief, to paſſion; burſt into tears and 
woeful lamentations for the loſs of all 


15 oy r heart held dear ; n the Empe- 


1 h ; Or, 
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ror, in a ſtorm of rage, reproached her, 
as he had but too Juſt cauſe, with falſe- 
hood, ingratitude, and every vice that 
degrades and ſinks humanity; ; when, to 

the amazement of all preſent, he on a 
ſydden became calm as poſſible, and 
turning towards her, ſaid, Madam, I too 
well, too poignantly feel, how hard it is 
for thoſe who conquer others, to gonquer 


themſelves; tis there true glory Res, 
above all in love: ſenſible as I am of 


the unfair, injurious treatment, offered 
by you, in return for an exceſs of fond- 
neſs, : an unlimited confidence, an eſteem 
you never merited from me, 1 cannot 
hate you; but to continue to live with 
Jou, muſt render me contemptible i in the 


eyes of the whole world, and what is {till 
more painful to endure, in my owneyes, 


Jou ſhall never want the comfort wealth 
. can 


9 


60640 


can giye, if any there are for one ſo 
ſhamefully loſt, abandoned to every 
ſenſe of virtue; but determined am 1 
never to ſee you more. He | kept his 
word with her; and as violent paſſions 
which have neither honour nor honeſty 
for their baſis ſoon ſubſide, ſhe conſent- 


| ed to marry an officer in the Ruſſian 


fervice, to whom the Emperor was al- 
ways exceedingly good, - but continued 
him in ſome profitable employment far 


- diſtant from the court. This great man, 
you ſee, though by -no means proof 


againſt love, was proof againſt the fol- 
lies of it. The beauties of his miſtreſs. 


had indeed power to make kim ſofar for- 
get his rank, the dignity of his ſitua- 
tion, as to kneel, implore, and ſuppli- 
cate his ſubject; but nothing could 
make him court vice, though couched 
* e beneath 
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beneath the form of a an angel, or cheriſh 
a ſerpetit 3 in 1 Bid boſom. Though vou 


and I, my friend, hold all illicit amourrs 


criminal, i in the eyes of men, even men of 
honour, they appear otherwiſe, and their 
vanity (which by the way is not a jat leſa 
than ours) readily excuſes every breach. 
of chaſtity given up to themſelves, but. 
breach of promife, playing them falſe, 
making them the dupes of their own: | 
credulity, and acrificing them to a ri- 
val, 2 man of ſenſe, with the ſmalleſt 
degree of ſentiment, never did, or ever 
will pardon. My authority for the 
above anecdote reſided many years at 
the Ruſſian court, in one of the moſt 
elevated characters, her huſband being: 
- miniſter from one of the greateſt Euro- 
ſhe was not abſolutely an eye-witneſs-of 
_ ms the 
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the fats recited, the had it from a lady 
who was, and on whom the could de- 
pend. Did you know ber as well as I 
| have the honour and pleaſure to know 
her, you would not only depend on, but 
be charmed with every thing ſhe ſays. 
"Though not in the meridian of her 
, charms, her underſtanding, her elegance, 
would now render her an acquiſition to 
any court; and to make uſe of my Lord 
Bacon's words, her perſon. at that time 
- muſt have been the beſt letter of recom- 
- mendation to an court, I dare affirm, 
"From the remains of beauty ſhe ſtill Poſ- 
accompanied -with a thoufand 


a 


graces, 0 neeeſſary towards charming 
the mind, at the ſame time ſhe inſtructs 
it, of which no perſon living i is more ca- 
pable. To a thorough knowledge of 
"Wo world, 4 n an eaten under - 
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ö ſtanding, with an eaſe and vivacity pe- 
culiar t to herſelf ; that, with all this ſhe 
| ; muſt haye a ſoyereign contempt for tri- 
= flers you will readily believe, but ſhe is 
700 well-bred 10 betray her feelings, 
| however irkſome the company of fools 
; may be to her, they always part from 
| her, ſatisfied both with her. and. them- 


ſelyes. She wiſely ſays We. muſt take the 
world as it goes, not expect, miracles 
1 ſhould be wrought i in our favour; that 

| they are more worthy our compaſſian 
„ than our ridicule, which ſhould be re- 
; ſerved for vice, and affectation only, not 
cruelly thrown out on innate defects, 

; over which a good heart would wiſn to 


draw a veil. In ſhort, my dear Morvi- 
na, was I to attempt a panegyric on Ma- 
. dame ., I ſhould ſoon find my 
. 474 Pen unequal to it, and ſend MRO 
] 5s 7 


h 

t leaſt. What is fill worls than all the 
' ve; 1 ſhould wound chat modeſty ever 
attenddant on ſuperlative geniuſes, and 
riſque the loſs of the good opinion I flatter 
myſelf Madame now honours me 
with, and which I mall by every means 
n my power wiſh topreſerve, as a treuſure 

ineſtimable. As it Is not my turn to wiſh 


to monopolize any good, 1 fincerely with 
you had the pleafure of this lady's s AC- 
 quaintance. Since ſhe has ſome thovghts 
of going to England, who knows what 
another winter may produce. What it 
Vill not produce, I can venture to af- 
firm, no, nor time itſelf,” the ſmalleſt 
change in the heart of * ebene | 
— & 7 "36 
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you will not render you an infidel to the 
extraordinary reſolution I have fo long 
boaſted. But I would not have you aſ- 
cribe it to levity or infenſibility,, which 
would deſtroy the whole merit of ſelf· 
* Adieu ma chere. 
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LETTER XXX v. 
NEVER was joy more ſtrongly 
painted in any countenance than in Lady 


R, on my entering her dreſſing- 


room. Tou would hardly conceive it 
poſſible that her good underſtanding and 
knowledge of the world could give 
way to ſuch extraordinary abſurd fears 
ſhe ſometimes harbours on my account. 
As they can have no ſource but in her 


| tenderneſs for me, I ought, and certain- 


ly do, in the main, love and eſteem her 
for it, though, I confeſs to you, I am of- 
ten tempted to be exceedingly angry, 


did not le bien- ſeance prevent me; till I 


cool 
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cool enough to reflect, and then a more 
laudable motive, via. gratitude, and ev- 
ery ſentiment that adorns the honeſt 
heart condemns a momentary forgetful- 
neſs of her goodneſs towards me, ' ſhews 
me the impoſſibility of my repaying the 
thouſandth Part of what I owe her, and 
loads me with the worſt of - ills, ſelf. re- 
proach. |” Both her Ladyſhip and Lord 
R read me a lecture on the danger 
of liſtening to the counteſs on matters of 
faith. The opinion I had of, as yell as 
arguments. all of that perſaaſios , it well 
knew how to make uſe of, might, they 
ſaid, have more weight on my mind 
than I was. juſt then aware of. All I 
could ſay. was of no avail to convince 
them we never entered into any contro» | 


verly. about religion. 1 much fear, if 1 
attempt 


1 * 
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attempt to lay another night at the con- 
vent, they will judge it neceflary to hur- 
ry away ſooner than they propoſed, You 
ſee, my dear, we are not allowed any 

pleafure on earth without ſome alloy, 
even the moſt ratianal. It is time to tell 
you I like Madame more and more 
each time I fee her, and feel infinite ſa- 
tisfaction in the thoughts of her coming 
to England, as well from the opportu- 
nity it will give me of preſenting my dear 
Morvina to a perſon whoſe' knowledge 
and fund of entertainment is as the 
French fay, fans bornes, as the fi ingular 
pleaſure and real good 1 have, and ever 
ſhall reap in her charming ſociety ; be- 
fides that I know, from proofs the moſt 
inconteſtible, her heart is to the full as Va- 
luable, and as muck ſoperior to the world 
in general as her head is. 1 cannot pre- 


vail 


6 163 
vail on her to go over with us. Both 
Lord and Lady R have preſſed it 
warmly, and with that ſingular polite- 
neſs which accompanies all they ſay and 
do. Madame has money affairs to ſettle 


before ſhe can leave this delightful place. 
This morning Sanchonia ſurpriſed, and 


greatly vexed me, with a letter from 


— She had not the power ſhe ſaid 
to refuſe taking i it. ; believe her moſt 


implicitly ; not doubting ir came ac- 
companied with that never-failing pafs- 
par- tout that makes its way to Abigails 
hearts. 1 returned it to him unopened, 
and was exceedingly enraged at her 
daring to diſobey my ſtrict commands to 
her, on a point ſhe welt knew I had ſo 
much at heart, and in which I was too 
ſteadily determined ever to alter. The - 
only excuſe I can find for her abſurdity 
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b. J really believe ſhe is not yet e con- 
vinced 4 have abſolutely diſcarded him 
that place i in my heart he once held, in 


deſpite of reaſon, prudence, I had almoſt 


ſaid duty; and I will confeſs to you, had 


he not depended roothuch on the powerof 
bis charms, and my ſenſibility, and kept 


ſome meaſures i in his ſtrange conduct, 
he might have duped me longer, per- 


haps till i it had been too late to repent. 
Happy that i it is otherwiſe. 3 cannot, 


ought not 1 repine at a misfortune ma- 
ny. have felt as well as myſelf, nor vainly 


deem it an extraordinary. ſtroke of he- 


roiſm to conquer an ill placed liking, or 
rather the not perſiſting to like a man 


who turned out the very oppoſite of eve- 


ry thing my ideas had figured him. His 
perſevering to perſecute me can ariſe 
from nothing but vanity, or obſtinacy, 

or 
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or perhaps | he imagines | Lord R— will 
leave me his fortune, I cannot think 
too harſhly of bim. When you reflect, 
my dear, on his diſſipated, profligate 
manner of living, vou muſt think as 1 

do, ſpite of the extraordinary ſhare of 
good-nature you poſſeſs. There are 
many follies young men of the very beſt 
underſtandings may, and often do fall | 
into; but when they ariſe from faults 
in the heart, the want of truth and ho- 
nour, the man is irretrievably loft. With 
time and knowledge of the world he 
may increaſe in hypocriſy, more artfully 
gloſs over his vile purpoſes, deceive the 


unwary, ruin and betray his aſſociates in 
vice, at the time he terms them the 
friends of his boſom, the black inhabi- 
tants of which allow him no reſt within, 
therefore he rambles about, ſeeking 
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whom he may devour, [lives deſpiſed, 


» 


and dies with horror, dreading to receive 


the juſt rewards of his evil deeds, Good 
God! my Morvina, what upon earth 
can equal the miſery of falling a victim 
to ſuch a wretch ; but as 1 truft the 
goodneſs of providence will preſerve us 
from a lot /o ſevere, I will change a ſub- 
zect which ſhocks humanity, and leaves 


a horror on the beſt mind in the uni- 
verſe. I am called to dinner, but will 


reſume my pen when that is over, 


| though T am ſtrongly perſuaded you 


will think my letter long enough. 'Tam 
returned, my dear ſiſter, for one mo- 
ment only, for I go this evening to the 


new comedy, with Madame the Ducheſs 
of M,, and my Ruſs friend; am 
not dreſſed; beſides, I muſt clear up my 
eountenance z they would rally me to 

| dͥ̃lͤcath, 


(. 165 
death, were they to find me ſo much dif. 
concerted on receiving ——'s letter, I 


almoſt fear they would be inclined: to 
think wich Sanchonia, which I hope at 
leaſt you | know me too well to do, and 


that you will believe, unchangeable as 
my heart is towards thoſe I love (without 
their giving me ample cauſe to withdraw 

it) where I unfortunately meet with 
cauſe, it is equally reſolute; and to 
you, my Morvina, ever warm, affec- 
ticnate, and friendly. | 


Henrietta. 
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My dear Morvina 
W ᷑E ſet out for England to-morrow; 
but harafs not your ' mind by following 
us throughout our journey; depend up- 
on it we ſhall get ſafe to the end of it, 
wind, weather, and every thing fa- 
vouring us. Lady B— was charmed 
with my+friend, but ſince fbe did not 
| marry for love, you know, ſhe conſequently 
cannot think ſo delicately on that ſub- 
jet. She wonders a woman ſo hand- 
ſome as ſhe now is, and ſo young as ſhe 
then van, ſhould give up the world for 
a huſband 
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x huſband ſo unworthy of it. In ſhort, 
Lady B 
ſees no ſort of reaſon why the Counteſs 


thinks the Count may die, 


might not have entered into a ſecond 
marriage, been as much in love with 
another, though from woeful experience 
more wary in fixing, her choice, But 
the Counteſs thinks as I do; and to you 
there needs no comment on my way of 
thinking, however ſingular! it is. Ion 
to you J hate to enter upon the l 
with Lady B Ss 
I was, convinced a Cicero could not talk 


: I am more, than ever 


well on what he did not feel ; z indeed we 
have proofs he could not; witneſs his 
patriotiſm ; with ' what ſophiſtical ora- 
tory does he attempt to gloſs over his 
duplicity, which glares thro? all. When 
I came home I found Lord R 


raptures with ; my aunt aſked 
Vor. II. I him 


( 2700 
him if he wifhed him for a nephew: No, 
madam, replied he, I ſhould be ſorry my 
_ niece ſhould fall in love with every pret- 
ty fellow ſhe ſees, or I talk of; ſo ſhould 

I, faid. Lady R, but I would not 
anſwer ſhe is proof againſt the charms of 
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the man whoſe encomiaſt you now are. 
Let me intreat you, my dear, not to put 


33 


her perpetually in mind of a perſon her 
own good ſenſe makes her wiſh to forget. 8 
The affair began to grow ſerious ; I was 
obliged to pull Lady R-— by the 
ſleeve, aſſure her lord a younger bro- 
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ther would never have charms ſufficient 


to make me forget the world every plea- 
ſure it could give, and how unequal I 
was to living on love in a coltage. Here 
this abſurd nonſenſe ended, and here 1 
muſt end, for I drink tea this evening 
with the happy Counteſs, a-la-mode des 


Anglois. 


. | 
Anglois. Bonaria ſupplies my place at 
home, but begs I will not make a very 

long viſit, or promiſe to take the veil, 
for he reckons. my noviciats is over. 
Farewell. The other fide ſhall be filled 
when 1 return from the convent, which 
has rendered the moſt amiable of wo- 


men the happieſt of any this world can 
boaſt of. Juſt returned from my. dear 
friend am I, and found Lord R—— 


dozing! in an arm-chair, my Lady lolling 
in another, Bonaria fighing himſelf 3 into 
air, on a ſopha, a mile from Aae 1 

them. Had my ſpirits not been too 
much oppreſſed, I ſhould have laughed 
at ſo ridiculous a ſcene. Lady | Da 
ſups with us to-night en famille. The 
multitude of pretty preſents I received 
from the Counteſs, and the reſt of her 


ſociety, is innumerable; but as you will 
4 4 1 ſee 
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ſee them, I will not tell you what they 


are, except my poor ſiſter Louiſe's pre- 
ſent, whoſe ſtory I writ you ſome time 
fince it ls 2 model (carved in ivory, or- 


namented with gold) of this convent, 


and the entrance to it; at the inward 


gate ſtands your humble ſervant, a little 
figure in wax, elegantly habited, a glory 
ſhining round; in the midſt are theſe 


words, pointing towards me, je vous ap. 
peller. | Another call makes me finiſh 
this ſooner than I wiſhed. Lady B-— 


is come, Adieu, my dear Morvins. 


} 
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LETTER XE 
THIS inſtant arrived, my dear Mor- 
vina, in perfect health and ſpirits, No- 
thing occurred in our journey worth re- 
lating. The noiſe of French. poſtilions, 
boat-men, &c. has almoſt rurned my 


brain. We ſhall not get to town till to- 


morrow evening; Lady R will 


* 


not be able to ſtir to-day, ſhe was ſo 
| horridly ſea-ſick, though we have done 


nothing but laugh ſince we landed. Lord 
R 


and Bonaria were ridiculous be- 


yond any print of Hogarth z the Jatter 
infinitely more diſtreſſed with the fear of 
diſguſting me, than all the pain and 
fickneſs he ſuffered. I ſhall juſt acquaint 


I 3 my 
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my mother with our being once more ſafe 
on Britiſh ground, and, what is real 
truth, that I moſt impatiently long to 
throw myſelf at her feet, to receive that 
bleſſing I know ſhe prays may light on 
me. Adieu. Lord and Lady R 
are much yours; but nobody more ſin- 
cerely ſo than my dear Morvina's ſteady 
E e Re 
Dorer, Wedneſday Morning. 
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LETTER XII. 
= London, Monday. 
WE went to court yeſterday : it was 
very full, not fine; at leaſt the glare of 
the French court made it appear les ſo 
than'ufual to me. One mode of theirs 
I vim we would adopt: their officers 
dever 80 to court in their uniforms, tho 
they; wear them much more every where 


elſe. 1 have found a number of my ac- 
quaintance married ſince I left England, 
dut that by no means aſtoniſhed me; 
but the multitude that have been un- 


married within that very ſhort ſpace of 


time has indeed amazed me. The ce- 
I 4 remony 
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remony (I will not fay difficulty) of pro- 
curing a divorce, probably renders it 
more deſirable ; for in France, where a 
lettre de cachet ſerves the turn, and is 
ſeldom refuſed to a huſband, it is very 
rarely aſked for. This- may perhaps 
be better accounted for by the politeneſs. 
and eaſe with which men and their wives 
live together there; neither believes they 


have a right to teaſe the other with their 


ill temper, nor that the deſire of plea - 


dag is to be loſt, that is to ſay thrown 


off with the lover and the miſtreſs. That 


ſentiment and good breeding are certainly 


neceſſary towards the ſupport | of ſocial 
happineſs, where there are leſs near con- 


nections, we have hourly proofs; and, 


next to religious principles, that ought 
to be carefully and early inculcated. Sa- 


turday we went to the opera; uretched - 
ly 


6 
ty day yet dhey will be bearable / 
after the horrid attempts to muſic 
in F rance, where the fineſt muſical 
| inſtruments. in the world are made, as 
you will fay when you hear my harpſi- 
chord, that my friend the coadjutrix 
made me a preſent of. F mentioned it 
to you before; it was at the chateau ſhe 
lent us. On my admiring it, ſhe had it 
brought to Paris, and will ſend it here 
fo ſoon as ſhe can. have it properly pack- 
ed up. It is by many degrees the fineſt; 
toned harpſichord L ever heard; belong- 
ed. to. the poor Princeſs, who was. an ab- 
ſolute miſtreſs of muſic, I am told, and 
which indeed I ſee, by. ſome of her High- 
nefs's. compoſitions the Counteſs did me 
the honour to give me. Bonaria ſet out 


for his place in the country this morn- 


ing, which was unavoidably neceſſary. 
I 5 towards 
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towards the ſettling his affairs, which he 
has never done ſince he came of age. So 
foon as 1 know my mother's reſolution, I 
ſhall fix my rout, en attendant, believe | 
me e ever yours. 


; \ A ; 
{ 7 — 
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LETTER XIII. 


THE agitation of mind, the real 
affliction poor Bonaria's death has given 
me, made me for ſome days incapable of, 
every thing, or you would not have been 
a fortnight without hearing from me. 
The day he was to have been in towns, 
and to dine with us, his own ſervant ar- 
rived expreſs by eight in the morning to 
acquaint me with his death. He died 
on the road in his return to town, of a 
moſt violent fever, after eight and forty 
hours illneſs only; was inſenſible 1 imme- 


diately after he was ſeized; continyed {o- 
till it pleaſed Heaven to releaſe him. 


* 
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He had * no new diſpoſition of his 
affairs; but on his brother's coming to 
his houſe in town, and looking over his 
papers, &c. he found a ſmall box tied 5 
up, ſealed and directed for me, which he 
ſent directly to me; its contents are his 
family jewels, worth at leaſt twenty 
thouſand pounds, which I ſhall certainly | 
reſtore to his brother, who is, J hear, 
ſoon to be married to a very amiable __ 
young woman of faſhion, but ſmall for- 
tune. 1 have loſt in poor Bonaria a ſin- 
cere and ſenſible friend, and truly la- 
ment him. The world had long deſign- 
ed us for each other, and I have received 
as many meſfages of condolance as if 1 
had really been married to him, though 
nothing was ever farther from my 
thoughts; z hor did I with any thing more 
andently, * to find his friendſhip as 
abſtracted 


— 


oils 5: 
abſtracted from paſſion as mine was, and 
I grieve to reflect that I cauſed (though 
inadvertently ) ſo many uneaſy hours to 
the man on earth I eſteemed, who. ! lo- 
ved with the affection of a ſiſter, and 
who, if I could have loved mare, I might 
have. rendered him and myſelf happy. 
He had many virtues, as few vices I 


ſuppoſe as any earthly being. My old 
friend Miſs S was the firſt and only, 
perſon I deſired to fee, on receiving 
, the melancholy account, &c. She. came 
inſtantly, found me in bed; her tender 
feelings on the occaſion were to ma great 
conſolation; her friendly tears, which 
flowed abundantly, forced out mine, 
which ſurpriſe and horror till ew de- 
nied vent to. Lord and Lady R= 


are all goodneſs to me; but 1 believe I 
Gall f find it a hard taſk to perſuade them, 


and 


/ 

2 + % 3 
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and my friend S, love has no part in 
this fortowful mourning. Tou will, I 
know, readily credit it, and bear a ra- 
tional part in my ſafferings ; but alas! | 
my dear Morvina, how peculiarly are 
we made; how few of the very beſt peo- | 
ple on earth would not rally our ſenti- 
ments as romantic; for all that, and 
tme pain they often coſt me, I would not 
be without them for any earthly good.. 
But 1 feel I am ſtraying from that deli- 
cacy I admire, and mean to preſerve, i in 
wounding your gentle friendly diſpoſi- 
tion, by dwelling fo long on this dole- 
ful tale. Would I was with you in the 
country. Lord and Lady R- 
1 ſtay i in town till I 


go to- 


morrow to 
hear from my mother: : not at this houſe: 


1 have my lodging by the year: it is in 
effect a houſe,” and much preferable, in 
7 1 my 


| ('z ) 

my opinion, to that of any other perſorf, 
witha mind | ſo ill at eaſe; above all, 
when the owners are gone out of it. 
They wiſhed me much to accompany 

them into the country ; but ſince I mean 

to go far from town when I do leave it, 
J have many things to do, and many peo- 
ple to ſee before I go. Beſides, the bro- 
ther of honeſt Bonaria I muſt ſee, to re- 
ſtore to him what I certainly have no 
right to, nor inclination to keep, though ; 
I feel at the ſame time a moſt grateful 
ſenſe of the friendſhip of the donor. 
; Farewell, my dear ſiſter; believe me 
ever yours, | 


EE 
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LETTER MA 


My dear Morvina, 
5 THE letter I received this poſt from 
my mother has determined me. I ſhall 


leave this place i in a, week. or ten. days; 


but you ſhall hear from. me again before 
chat time. | 


The brother of my poor friend has this 
moment left me. His diſtreſs is worthy 


tze brother of Bonaria, and the fortune 


he has left him. He preſſed me exceed- 
ingly to wear the jewels his brother had 
always hoped: I would do him the honor 

to wwerpt of. On * abſolute refuſal, 5 
he 
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he entreated me, with the. moſt earneſt 
politeneſs, to accept, at leaſt, of fome 
little remembrance in honour of one of 
of the beſt of men, as well as the moſt 


ſincere of my friends. I then took a pair 
of pearl bracelets I knew. were bought 
for me, and which I refuſed, to the un- 


| ſpeakable diſcontent of poor Bonaria. 
The pearls coſt fifteen hundred pounds, 
the roſes which faſtened them about ſix ; 3 
they are extremely pretty, compoſed. of 
brilliants and potions: I OR one 
evening at Lady B to admire 
Lady F bracelets; 5 played at 
our table, heard her tell me where ſhe 
had bought them, that there was one 
pair more left, and ſhe believed the only 
pair in town. The inſtant he left us, he 


g drove to the place, and brought them ta 
me in the morning. But taking preſenta 
from 


(6) 
from a man one is not going to tarry 
mult certainly be wrong; I mean pre- 
ſents of value. A picture of him, done 
when he was in Italy, and extremely 
like, his brother brought me as a pre- 
ſent from hinifelf, fixed in an elegant 
gold caſe, richly ornamented with bril- 
liants and emeralds. La bienſeance for- 
bid my refuſing that, neither had. Tany 
| inclination to refuſe it, though, to own 
the truth to you, my dear ſiſter, I think 
it only ferves to increaſe my melancholy, 
to-perpetuate the remembrance of what 
| Iſhould wiſh to forget. L cannot but 
refle@ how ill fated 14m, or rather how 
wrong headed 'and undifcerning 1 was; 
in giving my heart to an object ſo unwor- 
thy of it; to want the ſpirit, the reſolu- 
tion to withdraw it (though 1 had every 


Names Len and beftow it on # 
| | ala perſon 


* 
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perſon all the world adored, and who of 
all mankind merited my regard. 


Lady P and Madame D 
were with me this morning, very agree · 
able and friendly. If their friendſhips 
vvere permanent as they are warm for the 

time they do laft, how ineftimable 

would they be: what a treaſure 1 
But alas, how few, how very few 
have a ſingle grain of ſtability in their 
whole compoſition ! They are very deſi- 
rable acquaintance, take them for all in 
all. They by no means approye of my 
romantic generoſity (as the term it) in 
returning the caſquet, &c. Love of 
wealth you know makes the ſummum 
bonum of their character, therefore you 
will hardly ſuppoſe they would applaud 


2 n action in another they muſt 
: admire | 


— 


us ought to feel. 
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admire and envy, yet want the ſpirit to 
emulate. I have promiſed to ſpend the 


evening with them; I could not muſter 


up ſpirits ſufficient for the whole day. 


Theſe extraordinary ſtrokes of fortune | 


meet with, incline me to believe they are 


meant for my good, neceſſary to detach 


my affections from the follies and idle 
purſuits of the world, which might per- 


- haps otherwiſe have laid too faſt hold on 


me. With a diſpoſition ever ready to be 
pleaſed, born in a ſituation to enjoy the 
amuſements of the world, had no rubs 


been thrown in my way, I probably 


ſhould have been too much charmed with 


it; to endure the thoughts of leaving it 


for a better without : a regret we none of 
ut not to make you | 


feel more than your ſhare, farewell, my 
eur Morvina. God bleſs you. 
4 LE T. 


LETTER XIV. 


My dear Morvina, 


| 1 Stayed at Lady P s till two 
o'clock this morning, and! was as much 
amuſed as my mind would allow me to 
be. Many very agreeable people you 
| know one always meets there. Poor 
| Bonaria' s ſudden death was the general 
topic; every mortal e him, and it 


£ turned the „ which has, i dare 
ſay, convinced moſt of the company I had 
ſomething more than bare friendſhip in 
my heart towards him. Is it not won- 
| . ſo few people have any idea of 
friendſhip 
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friendſhip unmixed with paſſion, ever 
ſubſiſting between thoſeof different ſexes: » | 
ſure this 1s carrying their ideas very lit- 
tle (if any. thing) higher than the brute 
creation; and I cannot forbear crying 
out with the publican, 7 thank God 1 am 
not as other men are, Sc. Entre nous, I 
wiſh the reſemblance may not be carried 
ſtill! further, that from the ſuperiority I - 


frequently feel on theſe occaſions, I aſ- 
ſame not a merit to which 1 have no juſt 
claim, as being by no means dependant 
5 on — Þ 1 dine this day with the Du- 
; cheſs of N— N otwithſtanding all 
* have faid, you cannot know my opinion 
of her, fince it increaſes every time J 
have the honour to converſe with her 
Grace. To the moſt plealing under- 
ſtanding the adds every grace; is fo 
thoroughly well- bred, you never feel 
8 | that 


. 
that ſuperiority. of every kind ſhe holds 
over you: ſhe is extremely lively, has 
| infinite wit and humour, but never ſuf- 
fers it to firay beyond la bienſeance, 
The whole family are exceedingly ami- 
able; I both love and admire them; they 
are all intimately known to Madame la 
|  Coadjutrice, who I had a very long let 
ter from yeſterday, and a meſſage in it 
co the Ducheſs of N. To me 
ſhe is ſo abliging, and her letter fo far 
above the coramen-ſtandasd-of epiſtalary 
writing, I ſhall keep it for your peruſal, 
though I am a thouſand times more exact 
than I ever was in burning wy letter, 
ſince this rage for printing every body's 
fo generally prevails. To-morrow even- 
ing 1 go to Lord Rs for two nights; 
from thence to Lord M——s for as 
| long; then to yo with all poſſible e* 
I | pedition, 


( 90 
pedition, to enjoy the beauties of the fi- 
neſt country by far 1 have yet beheld, 
and what is much more, the charming 
ſociety and friendſhip of perſons in the 
; world moſt near, and deſervedly dear to 


me, whoſe profeſſions, however violent, 


I can never ſuſpect are equivocal; where 
intereſt as well as inclination unite us, 
and whom . neither abſence, diſtance, 
change of place or climate, has been able 
: to chaſe ftom my ideas one Logle mo- 

ment; for the truth of this, or any 
77 ming elſe, I am- ſatisfied my dear Mor- 
vina requires no further teſtimony than 
the * of her affectionate ſiſter. 


. Ale wy [ Sls within 23 
ſoon as any letter I can write after I leave 
Lord 8. Should I happen to 
get there before the poſt has left it, I 


will 
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will ſcrawl a few lines to you 3. aun { 
when adieu. | 


t am in time fn the poſt, and. both 
Lord and Lady M- — ſay I muſt. 
write you I cannot leave this place a week 
yet; but notwithſtanding I love them 
much, I will not ſo long g delay a pleaſure 55 
1 have for ſome time paſt propoſed my 
ſelf, of ſeeing my r mother and all of you 
on Thurſday next. I told her Lady- 
ſhip ſo 1 in my letter from Lord R N 
T hey were amazingly good to me, loaded 9 
me with preſents and careſſes. My aunt 
ſned tears in great abundance, and ſaid, 
(what I wiſh may not prove 20 true) ſhe 
ſhould never live to ſee me more. The 
friendſhip of Lord and Lady M— I 
find ever the ſame, What a happy ra- 
tional pair: neither renouncing the world, 
nor running riot with it; happy in the 
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higheſt degree in each * ayer Ange 
glad to ſee their friends; no ſepatate 


views, no ſeparate intereſts; one ſoul 


actuates both. They have promiſed me 


a viſit this furnmer.” If my "mother ap- 


proves, and will join us, We are to make 
the tour of Britain. Should ſbe judge it | 
too great a fatigue for her, Lady wee 


who'is goodleſs irſelf; will ftaywith hertill 


our return. More of this when we meet; 
the poſt hardly allows me time to aſſure 


you, my dear Morvina, I am ever yours. 


* 


THE following Letters were found 

amongſt the preceding ones, and ought, 

the Editor thinks, to go along with them, 

From the additional entertainment they will 

afford the reader, as well as from their 

connection with the reſt of the work, if this 
bagatelle merits the appellation of a work. 4 


— 
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| THE mortification I ſuſtained on 
nding! you flown, my dear madany 

when 1 arrived i in this over-grown me- 

tropolis, ſeven times larger than when I 
left England, is eafier imagined than 
told; therefore ſet your head to work, 
or rather conſult the feelings of your own 
friendly heart, and thence judge of mine, 


and the part I take in your preſent ſuf- 
ferings: The loſs of friends is ever a 
fore grievance; but the ſuddenneſs of the 
eſtimable Bonatia's death, renders It a 
thouſand times more afflicting. His ge- 


neral character muſt make him univer- 
5 * 7 _ fally 
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ſally anagted 1 will not expatiate on 


his particular merit to you, my dear ma- 
dam; your generous heart and gentle 
nature pays, I know, due tribute to his 
worth ; F and I much fear, a friendſhip ſo 
well placed, devoid of thoſe weakneſſes 
which too frequently tarniſh the friend- 
ſhip of different ſexes, will lay faſter bold 
on your mind than you are juſt at this 
time aware of. Might I adviſe, it ſhoula 
be, that you quit the retirement you are 
now charmed with inſtantly; perhaps 
the more ſo, becauſe you can indulge a 
ee you ought to hun. I hope 
; Lady keeps her reſolution” of 
going to Bath, Nothing better in your 


ſituation than a crowd; and allowing it 
may not always be ſuch as you would 
wiſh, ſtill it will rouſe that reflection 
which is ever prone to return to its fa- 

pourite 


8 
vdurite object, when nothing appears to 
draw it off, conſequently delights in ſi- 
lence and ſolitude. But alas! how 
widely am I ſtraying from my own plan. 
The buſineſs of your friends is to amuſe: 

you I have ample means, by only do- 
ing juſtice to your F reneh friends, and 
keeping my word, by delivering their 
meſſages. To begin: then, your beloved 
and 5 lovely Coadj utrix, ſpite of her | 
: . Philoſophy, owns her heart is ill at eaſe 
without you, and ſecretly wiſhes you had 
an inward call to. ':Shetloves 
vou, therefore it is no more than natu- 
ral ſhe-ſhould wiſh for what /be thinks 
. conducive to both your good and plea- 
ſſure, as well as her own. I kno not 
whether I ſhould be leſs reluctant to truſt 
vou with her now, than Lady R 


| ous: for beſides that you are in afit 
: "8 "IE 


— 
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temper of mind to be worked up to en- 
_ . thuſtaſm, that amiable, ſenſible woman 
grows more and more bigoted each day 
ſhe lives. Tour harpſichord is arrived 
ſafe at my houſe, and I will have it for- 
warded to you the moment you tell me 
where. I have brought beſides trinkets 
innumerable for you, both from the 
Counteſs and the ſiſterhood. | Loviſe 
has ſent a drawing of hers, extremely 
like you, in the habit of the convent, 
and hopes it will convince you nothing 
is ſo becoming as a veil. That ſiſter 
Louiſe could carry ſo ſtriking a reſem- 
blance of you in her eye aſtoniſhed me, 
till the Counteſs ſhewed me a miniature 
you gave her. My poor Ruſs friend 
med tears at our parting, but owns ſhe 
never knew ſuch perfect happineſs as ſhe 


experiences in the convent. She is truly 


deſerving 
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PER of it, for a better being lives 
nor. I entered a little into the world 
too before I quitted Paris, was often at the 
| Marchioneſs' 85 where you was much en- 
quired after, as well as lamented by the 
whole coterie. The Marquis de la Ja- 
maque talks of you ſans ceſſe, dies to 
preſent you to no matter who, but thoſe 
he judges you have taſte enough to like. 
The Ducheſs of M— truly loves you. 
As to your adored Lady B, 


feſs I wonder at your extraordinary par- 


„I con- 


tiality for her. Les mœurs ſhe has, does 
not want common underſtanding, a bright 
one ſhe cannot pretend to, and when ſhe. 
(as I have ſometimes ſeen her) aims at be- 
ing witty, ſhe ſtrains ſo hard, a pound of 
jalap would ſcarce produce a. ſyllable. 


* .© - . 
Her mind is uninformed, ſhe knows not: 


the uſe of words, or their ſenſe, To this,, 
K 5. believe 


Za - * 


believe me, ſhe loved Bonaria, conſe- 


quently hated you. But I ſee you are 

angry, therefore I will finiſh by aſſuring 

you l am much more than her Ladyſhip | 
is, or ever Wn, a 
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OUR e to the writer, my 
dear madam, can alone render my letters 
agreeable to one of your taſte. I wil; 1 
fairly own to you J am more flattered to 
owe it to that motive, than to my own 

"talents, had I any to be vain of. I do- 
not remember I arraigned your judg- 
ment, though I cannot think your at- 
tachment to Lady B. the ſtrongeſtt 
mark you ever gave of it. I am well: 
informed ſhe was by no means worthy 
the truſt you repoſed in her, and acted 
not only a double, but a diabolical part, 
s dead 
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f relative to Bonaria: he ſaw it, abhorred 
her for it, but would not riſque incur- 
ring your diſpleaſure by attempting to 


remove prejudices 1 in her Ladyſhip' s fa- 
vour you ſeemed to cheriſh, as neceſſary 


to your very exiſtence. Harm you ſhe 
could not. Her houſe was the ton; you 


preferred it to every other; and he had 


the happineſs to ſpend much of his time 


with you there. A truth I am convinced 


of, and wiſh you to know, #s; that no 


woman of gallantry ever was, or can be 


= a friend to one of her own ſex. It is al- 


ways in the power of a man who. 


- pleaſes her pride, avarice, or vanity, to 
break it at once; and there are men who 


often take pains to break Ni uch connec- 
tions, merely for their own amuſement. 
I am not clear your friends H— and 
— are not of this ſpecies. That the 


friendſhip 


(2050 
friendſhip of women of faſhion are ne? 
ceſſary to each other, I will readily ſub- 
ſcribe to: if our judgment errs in the 
choice of them, it is much wiſer to fink 
it upon the world, than render ourſelves 
the joke of it, and by our fracas furniſh 
topics for every idle converſation. If 
my laſt letter diſpleaſed you, where k 
mentioned Lady B—, what am 1 to 
| expect for this: : no matter; 1 will al- 
ways, on every occaſion, uſe the freedom 
of a real friend, and ſhall never feet 
myſelf more obliged to you, "than 


+} 


when you aſſume the ſame night of 

friendſhip, in my idea the great charm 
| of i it. The town is very hot, duſty, dull, 
and empty. The birth-day over, it will 
become a deſart. I mean to figure there: 
but after fuch a reſidence abroad -muſt 
run the gauntlet, I am to be preſented 
next 


(e066 


next Sunday. My birth-day gown, a 
dark coloured luſtring, trimmed with 


my poor Livonian's preſent to me. If 


Lady H-— inſiſts not on my {promiſe 


of going with her into Scotland this year, | 
I could be infinitely happy to accompa- 
| ny you throughout the tour you men- 

tion, even to contemplate the ſkulls of 


the x Projds, provided you inſure me 1 


11 "+ 


„ „ 


= by Rhia Rice's , ſpells. 5 Seriouſly, 


| impatiently lopg po. ſee 2 country my 


favourite] Lord L-— paints ſ ſo lovely. 


1 ſaw bin) yeſterday z he lays he did not 
ftay lon long enough tc to ſe half the beauties 


15 of Wa nd wants res to do Juſtice 


- ot 


© Rhid Rice, x famous Welch bard, cauſed every 
Saxon whio dared approach bis chair, which ſtood 


enanimmenſeeminence, to return eitheramadman 


or 222 which ever their Faith 3 in bin NI 


* 5 e * 
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to thoſe he did ſee. He likes the people, 


1 * 


I mean the commonalty, whence we 


muſt judge of national characters; ſays 
they breathe the true ſpirit of liberty, 


untainted by licentiouſneſs : ; honour their | 


ſuperiors; are ſupported by them; not 


as ſlaves, but friends and fellow ſoldiers ; 1 


chat there is not a man from the loweſt 
peaſant, upwards, who would not riſque 


his life for the families whom they tra- 
ditionally know deſcended from the an- 
cient heroes and princes of their country, 
off whom there are beſides many authen- i 


tic records in the Britiſh language, well 
worth tranſlating. They would give us 


an hiſtory of a people who have never yet 


been equalled i in the field or in the cabi- 
net; be the beſt key to the Engliſh hif- 


a. 


tory, the early part of which i is counted 
fabulous, from our ignorance of the lan- 


euage 
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guage it was written in. The Saxons 
knew not letters, and if they had, 
would have tranſmitted it down to us 


through the medium of falſe prejudices. 


If this will not procure my, pardon. for 


all I hinted of Lady B-—, nothing can. 
My next ſhall bring you my opinion of 
the Engliſh, court: in grandeur I think 
it cannot ſurpaſs, ours at Peterſburg · 


The ſtory 1 ſo long promiſed, will take 
up too much room to be added to this 


letter, ſhamefully long of irſelf, unleſs 
it were more entertaining. The pen of 


a female i is, vou ſee, as indefatigable ag 


ber tongue. 5 4 me fay as much for 
you, my dear friend, - and reſt. aflyred 


| your letters are at all times, and in all 


places, moſt agreeable to me, from the | 
affection I bear you, abſtracted from the 
entertainment they fail not to bring to 


your ever faithful friend. Would 


— 


( 269 ) 
Would you believe it, Lady M-——; 
who we rather pitied than envied for 


her riotous ſpirits, is gone abroad with 


an abſolute determination to take the 


veil, I ſhould be ſorry, was not any 


thing preferable to the ſituation we knew 
her in. Had ſhe been left to thoſe to 


whom ſhe belonged, ſhe might have 


paſſed through life reſpectably enough; 
not that I ever deemed her Ladyſhip an 

. eſtimable character; but all the world are 
| not ſo nice as our coterie. Let me hear 
from you ſoon, and when you purpoſe 
ſetting out on this charming tour. I am 
glad Lord R makes one in the par- 
ty; I hear him well ſpoken of by all 
people of caſte, | 


% 


LETTER NM. 

ALL. well over, my dear friend, 
moſt graciouſly received, &c. A pretty 
paragraph enough you will read in the 
St. Iamesꝰs. Chronicle, great part of your 
ſtudy I reckon under the old oaks. Jo- 
king apart, I never was better pleaſed 
with my reception at any court. Their 
Majeſties are all our ideas can form of 
people in their high rank and ſtation; 
| gracious, benevolent, polite, yet never 
| ſink from that port neceſſary to maintain 
true dignity. But how idle am I, to tell 
you what you ſo well know; ſuffice it 
to ſay, I think there is ſomething more 
1 - ©, flattering, 


0 201 mg 


2 more pleaſing in the manners 
f the ' Queen t than 1 ever beheld; ſome⸗ 
wag new and civil to fay to every bodys 
not” ſatisfied with the common .routitie | 
of a court, ſhews an heart-felt attention, 
a deſire to pleaſe, to preſerve the hearts 
of their ſubjects, Wnich i in deſpite of round- 
head principles, city ribaldry, and Ame- 
rican politics, I truſt they will ever do. 
The birth-day was very elegant, more 
pretty than ſplendid, owing to the ſea- 
ſon of the year. Many lace trimmings 
of immenſe value, and many ladies very 
fine in jewels, particularly pearls, my fa- 
vourite finery: many very beautiful 
women. I ſee you impatient for 1 my ſtory. 
To keep you no longer in ſuſpenſe; 1 
give you the following anecdote I had 
from people of judgment, veracity, and 
_—_ rank about the court of Peterſburg. 
aeg 7 Prince 


Cam) 


Midi I enen 


9 8 Menzikoff was 'of very low 
birth. By mere accident Peter the 
Great. met with him: finding his natu- 
ral abilities fuperlatively great, be raiſed 
him by degrees to the higheſt offices in 
the empire, all of which ze enjoyed du- 
ring the reign of the empreſs Catharine, 
which ſucceeded that of her huſband, 
Peter the Great, and in her will ſhe no- 
minated Menzikoff regent, during the 
minority of Peter's grandſon, who was 
at that time very young. The regent 
thought fit to marry, or rather to contract 
the Emperor to bis. eldeſt daughter; a 
ſtep that could not fail raiſing the high- 
eſt indignation in the minds of the an- 
cient and noble families of Ruſſia, tho? 
his power was too great to be oppoſed 
openly. Some of them ventured never- 
_ thelels to intruſt the young monarch's 
| ſiſter, 


— 


(mz) 


fiſter, chough not more than fourteen 
years of age 1 allo the Princeſs Eliza- 
beth; their aunt, not above ſeventeen or 


eighteen; a neceſſary expedient (how- 


ever dangerous it appeared) ſince they. 


could not be denied acceſs to the Empe- 
ror, which all others were, the regent 
and his creatures only excepted; and 
his Majeſty kept moſtly in the country. 
Menzikoff had a fine houſe about five 
miles further from Peterſburg than the 
Emperor's palace, to which be added a 
noble chapel, to the conſecration of 
which he invited his imperial pupil, a 
ceremony he had never ſeen. Menzi- 
koff went chither himſelf to make pre- 


parations proper for the reception of his 
ſon-in law and ſovereign. This abſence 


of his was inſtantly laid hold on to play 
off the well concerted plot, A very old 


man 


(a) <2 
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man of quality came into. the Emperor's | 
apartment, and in a flood of tears 
(which he had at command) threw him- 


ſelf at his feet, ſaying he was come to 


take his laſt leave of his Majeſty, as it 
was more than probable he ſhould never 
ſee him again. : The child aſked him' if 
he was ſick, which made him talk” in 


3 1 es WW OY OY 
ſuch a ſtrain: he ſaid no; "Dat" his 


Majeſty had baniſhed him, he! was fob fold” 


ever to expect to return, even though his l 


Innocence ſhould appear, as he was cer: | 
| tain it would. The Czar aid ze had 


never 'banifhed him; | Upon. which he 


produced the order for his baniſhment, E 


nl & 


which was a real one. . he young Prin- 


Nie 


ceſs delired he would r retire into the anti- 
| chamber for ſome little time, as ber bro- 


ther was fo thoroughly affected. "No 


ſooner had 2 old experienced oohietier 


withdrawn 


„„ 


ö Is . 1 ö 4 1 Dr 2. 
withdrawn himſelf, than the > young Prin- 


ceſs began lamenting moſt bi tterly the 


1 
9 


lot of the empire; above all, the un- 
happy ſituation of the young monarch, * 


„„ gat 0 S Tha 346d i wt CAT 
at once her much loved brother and dread” 


ls A 


ſovereign, whole name heretofore reverid 
and honoured, was now daily proftirated 
tao the will of a low born tyrant, made a. 

ſanction for i in juſtice, cruelty, and every , 


infamous action his vile heart could die- 
tate. The poor child, weeping moſt 


bitterly, cried, pray, my dear ſiſter, ad- . 


viſe me what is to be done i in this critical 
juncture; ſend for my aunt, ſhe replied, - 


conſult her : at that inſtant the Princeſs ; 
Elizabeth entered the apartments, bathed 


in tears, told the Emperor the re- 


gent had taken all her horſes, that ſhe' 
was reduced- to borrow ſome to pay her 


duty to his Majeſty, This ſcene was ſo 


n 


* 


£000 
judiciouſly laid, that Menzikoff imme- 
diately followed her: he came in order 
to carry the Emperor to his houſe, whoſe 
ſpirits were ſo much hurt by the agita- 
tion he ſo lately ſuſtained, he was weep- 
ing violently, and ſtood too much in 
awe 5 the e regent to endure the thought 


1 


1 will not ſce him; ftand by. me, guards; | 
T am, I will be your ſovereign : upon 
which he was refuſed admittance and 
in his ſurpriſe, committed a moſt capital 
error In returning to his own houſe to 
. how to act at ſuch a criſis, he 
gave his enemies time and opportunity 
to finiſh hat they had ſo ſucceſsfully be- 
gun, and render all efforts on his part 
abortive. No ſooner had Menzikoff left 
the court, than the Princeſs Natalia re- 

| preſented to her brother the neceſſity 

| chere 


(217 ) 

there was of exerting his royal authority 
without delay, by impriſoning Menzi- 
koff, who might otherwiſe confine his 
Majeſty, and probably put every other 
perſon who was in the apartments when 
he was denied admittance to death. She 
adviſed him to ſend the old nobleman 
already mentioned with an order, ſigned 
by himſelf, to Peterſburg, to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the citadel as governor; and 
at the ſame time an officer with a ſtrong 
guard to the regent's houſe, to put him 
and his whole family under arreſt. So 
ſuddenly and ſecretly was this affair 
tranſacted, all was over before night; 
and the very next day the Emperor went 
to Peterſburg, - where all the nobility 
crowded about him. A council was 
called, the regent with his whole fami- 
| ly baniſhed. | Unluckily, the Emperor 
Vol., II. L con 


* 2 


| Uinceived ——— opinion of, bY 

And liking to, the young Prince Dolgo- 

rucky, a moſt: worthleſs profligate, who, 

on the death of the Emperor's ſiſter, 

N which happened ſoon after I went into 
that country, kept his Majeſty conſtant· 
Ty employed in hunting, and other idle 

ſports. The poor Princeſs had hardly 
been dead a year, when be contracted 
bis ſiſter to the Emperor, who was: much 
in love with, and beloved by another. 
1 The day fixed on for the marriage the 
Emperor died of the ſmall-pox. The 
Empreſs Anne ſucceeded to the empire, 
_*who immediately baniſhed the favourite | 
and all Bit houſe, to the place where the 
regent and his family were confined. 
Some ay u me two empreſſes elect met in 
their priſon : others, that the firſt died 


* before the laſt arrived. 
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FE firſt of lite RATON ls; Pe 1 
"Beth told, lived in a1 the pomp,” and 
> Bk all che h6hiours of an empreſs paid . 
2 her, for ſome months before her degra- 5 


dation, which levelled her with the "oy 
meuneſt of the people, in dreſs and ev- 


the rank of a woman of qualry; ſaw 
her in all 


ſaw her a priſoner, and ſuch It 


e ſurvive £ ſuch a ; reverſe, of fortune re- 


| quired, all the ſpiric, of a Dolgorucky. 7 
Menzikoff had not innate pretenſjons to 
that greatneſs of ſoul ever attendant on a 

erde nobility of blood; neverthelefs, „ 


th ſingular 
2100 * | : * 2 | — firmneſs, 


. x $ : 


\ ſoſtained his misfdtrines' N 


ry other article; and to aggravate every 
other grievance, ſhe was alſo totally de- 
HE prived of liberty. The laſt 1 knew in 


the grandeur” of an empreſs, i 
and kiſſed her hand as ſuch; and alas) 1 
believe ſne 
remained long after I left that court. 


; , 
% * . ; * ww. 


WE. - 


— 


Fbrmneſß. From het full of * hu- 
mours, with a bad habit of body, he de- 
covered health and plumpneſs, though 


condemned to paſs the remainder of his 


days at Boroſowa, fituated on the moſt | 
diſtant frontiers of Siberia. The Prin- 
ceſs, bis conſort, grown blind with weep- 
ing,” died on the road there, the reſt of 
his family followed him into exile, 
where, after ſome years, he died of re- 
pletion of blood, there being not one 
perſon to be found in the * e ; 
__ opening a vein. „ . 


That this immenſe letter merits ſome 
little return I hope you will Allow, and 
readily believe no perſon is more fin- 
cerely yours than the writer, 5 


Whether or no 1, _ into 8 8 | 
pes ſtill doubtiul. If I can ! 
8 defer 


pend upon ſecing me before the revolu- 


tion of another moon. 


( 42x 


defer it to another. year, you may de- 


Encore adieu. 


1 
7 * 
* — : 
* 4 7 ” — oF Ac + — 1 — * 
5 8 7 | 4 4» ; # oy 
* * a . 2 4 
. / * *. . * - F 8 A a 8. 
+> | 
— 
= 
* 
* = * i 
. =p 
* og 
* 4 « . _ 7 ” . : 5 £ 
„ nf * 4 : * 4 * # Fix 3% . 4 -* 7 
4 ) 1 — » ” 4 * 4 - - q 
F % Z 
7 2 
- 
* * Ep. 1 9 Cy +. a 5 4 0 * 3 * + 2 + . 45 5 ; . 
* * 24 ] & 0 - #. 4» 4 $ FP ** *. = = * g 
1 * _ * 


4 A - E 
O 2 * % q l ble « 4 $ 71 1 r EY 3 Io (1 & 9s > ; 
; * 5 . 2 . * g 5 8 , 
, & 4, * E 7 pp” + + © 4 4+ 44 ER ks * T 8 1 8 
as 1 # 2 it F 1 144 WH 1 + # *4 ; 1 ; 
- i. l 2 11 
wh. * * i * 7 ” * 1 
8 3 1 ' ; 8 CE: P & "Mp.  S# . 3 3 5 i - * - * : 
e 5 £424 PITIEST. 1d 2 
We by l L 
LL #% i * v 
=, 3 a #4 * hs. * 5 * N q > 1 
4 af * { is 1 3 LN + 4 A © * . by 1 „ — ; -E * : 3 A # 
Z * P - 
. © * <4 " * * 
a © 43 9 WISE "WM a 
4 ; 


k * * - » 
8 ? ? 8 * 1 . » — " * - 5 
4 a FA * 2 2 © «©: i 7 1 1 15 F « 
ba 1 * * » y "> A : * 
« *3 f} „ 0. * 5 * — . * E 3 * =, 3 4 z # * * * * 0 * 
1 "I : - 8 4 « 4 
* % : * 


0 
us - 
* | ” 2 F ; ; 
fein 00118936 30 36187 1 £713 PRES 
FLY 911 442 A ES * 4 © $7 of „ 4 EW 
r - 
L ö „ >» « 6 
Ry. $3 + £ 1 & + 4 - wt 5 143 1 * * 1 * — F KY * * 
— 1 . * 
2 | 5 £ 
: * * | 1 2 ** 4 
2 F 1 TL 3 ES $2 6. Þ EY ESE IE ws 
#4 +" 4 # « & * 7 nd \ 8 2 * „ 4 
* * » 9 3 
Mc e ; 
a day. * ? F< 1 7 N 
Y a * Fg, t, *% 4 9 I % £, 0%. 5 > 
4 122 * * £ * ; @ 7 © #1 * — 5 >_> N $ 1 "RM % : "y - : a i * 2 ; 
S171 * 4 1 * £ 2 2 8 2143 wa be} + 4 X® ” e 
* x > 
ON 5 e 
1 15 * * 
By 4.2 1L3JIF 35 . 8 IF 6 * 3 *% r * I 4 . 
x 42 # we wt v3, > 4 on: Ep 111 2 0 „ $4 0." 4 3 . 4 # #* 
. ; 4 


- 
„ 


— 


x 4 
* 
5 * * 
22 


< \ 
+ 
"© 
a 
N 
2 
» 1 
+ 
# "F 
> j 
* * 
Þ 
1 18 : 
* 4 
4% 
4 * 
; : 7 
5 * 5 5 
Kh 


2 {A by A | 
mY ot 222 5 
_—_ 3 | SY, I 5 Y - . 1 4 
| 5 3 DY þ 4 its * 125 1 Ns | 05 =— 000 
Ft 644 7 65190 in e die nou Da 4 | 


; 5 
5 . 
3 8 5 f 1 N * 2 * ; : | EY FS 8 
7 4 1 # 4 83 — ** % ute $4 4 ES „ *. # 
* — > 
* a 2 . - p 7 


200 VITE +: 


* o 
oh * ; ; + 7 


WHEN 1 am not a e cor- 
Ne reſpondent to you, my amiable friend, 
pity, but never condemn me; reſt aſſu - 
red it proceeds from ſome: unfortunate 
Anterruption, never from any fault of 
mine. Love of pleaſure, ſpite of phi- 
loſophy, you know I avow, and in the 
abſence of my friends T know none 
1 greater than that of hearing from them. 
Since my arrival in this country, I have 
þ never had a ſingle day to myſelf; the 


whole world flock to ſee me, and pay me 


many compliments; and tho“ IJ have ever 
told you, my dear Madame, the people . 


are 


— 


"I 225 75 1 
ate” in general. well bred big! 2 155 
| they appear more ſo now than ever, Ad 15 
x moſt politely tell me they : exert them. N 


ſelves in hopes of keeping me amongſt 


them. N Their ſtile of living, 'E confels, 


is in my opinion much ſuperior” io the 
generality of countries in Englanid; Your 


| houſe is ever full of company, yet every 


one ſpends. their mornings ſelon urs a 
i ode. There are horſes, and all foris 0 of fb 


eonveyances | for out-door amulemerts. 


br Books, muſic, et tout "fort de 3 jeus, with- 1 


in doors. Lou never meet more than 454 pal 


| vou chooſe til dinner. The tables are 


welt ſerved, every thing elegant, mul ? 


good: humour.” After dinner, cancing, 5 
| cards, ec. all this with the moſt e con. 15 wb 


5 1 


ſummate eaſe, being their conſtant tram 
1 of living, r nobody y is put o out of their Wa Ys 


7 2 gem * SS 


NY and every other incentive o mirth and 


L J44ͤöͤͥ nm 
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+ 224. "Y Ry 
dor the ſervants running and n | 


over each other, &c. . But 1 will no 5 
longer attempt to deſcribe what I flatter | 


_ myſelf you will be ſoon able to judge of 
from ocular demonſtration. Ho great - 
y I feel myſelf obliged by the prefe- 
rence you give my countty, I need not 
repeat here, You know my opinion, 1 


will not ſay partiality, to the Scotch, 
ſince all I can poſſibly ſay in praiſe « of 
thoſe 1 have the honour and pleaſure | to 


know, i is, chey merit a much abler pen 
| barely to do them Jullice; yer thus far 
allow me to ay, they are. more univer- 
fally ſenſible, ＋ think, than the inhabi- 
tants of any country | know, conſequent- 


= more agreeable," as well as valuable 
members of ſociety ; for ſure that Judg- 


ment which clears and enlightens the 


bent, x muſt mend the heart. Their ir young 


TY: me n 
5 4 a 


men re the politeneſs of he e 


without their frivolity ; the ſobriety of a 
Spaniard, without his formality ; the 


F women are modeſt, well -bred, and in 


general handſome ; 1 ſupport their dignity = 


without inſolence, are familiar without 5 


linking into meanneſs.” How far we 


have the happineſs to reſemble them'l 
leave to you to decide, and 1 will now | 
f only aſſure you, if I can make a party 0 
my mind, which I think is more than i 
probable, I ſhall certainly make the ton 
of Scotland next ſummer. ' Lou know 
how long and' ardently 1 haye wiſhed to 
do it. That your being there, my dear 
Madame, will greatly heighten f my bles. 
ſures, is a truth 1 hope you are not nom 
to learn, or that J am at all times, and in 
all climates, _ "INF and affect | 
rionately yours,” e eee eee 
e 15 1. | 
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with Io 9H ne ont binl in OY 
I rod \ 31:1 913 HP un M26; 
: ALTHOU GH it is very uncom- | 
mon with me, L own I did read over my 
| laſt incoherent ſerawl, before 1. ſealed it. 
To account for my aſſurance in daring 
t ſend (it to you afterwards, you muſt 
_ ſuppoſe the violent welterly ' winds we 
- have lately” had has blown over a little of 
- the effronterie af a. neighbour nation, 
and that I have profited by it. Not a 
jot, 1 aſſure you I retain the ſef-ſame 
degree of mavais-honte I was ſo ſcanda- 
| louſly: abuſed for in France. In che firſt 
place, the poſt could: not Ray for me to. 

urite another letter, and 1 ſhould not 
1 | __ btorely 


5 992), 


Kat 8 a eee. 


their merits on others rui 
purpoſe On the recital of my ſcrawl, 1 


found I had not anfwered 2 ſingle ſyllable: 55 
of your moſt friendly andagreeable letten. 
Jo begin then — my mind is certain, . 
more at eaſe, but will never be able tofor» . 


get my eſtimable friend, and the real loſs Þ, 


ſuſtained in his death; a loſs I freely al- 


low my reaſon ought to ſubmit to: but 
alas! that reaſon but ill ſupports i its ſo⸗ 


vereignty over an heart too tender in it N 


5 friendſhips, | though totally abſtracted) 
from paſſion. What an unintelligible 


jargon would this: Yo 
general, and how fortunate buglit 1 


think myſelf, Who have been able to ſes... 
5 FE 3ö;öd 


thoſe beſt qualifed to make dea, are 


inſiaitely ſuperior to the xanity of raiſing. 
uin. But to my 


* 


pear to the world in 5 . 


* 


Ie 


tary) 


8 Wide were dle 
derſtand the language of the uncontami · 
nated heaft, and delight to read its din. 
Wm diftates! '' Allewing Lady! B—% 


riendſhip- for Bonaria was not altoge- 


| wo pure, ſo unmixed as mme, fares | 


ly ſhould pity; | not condemn her: we 


ae not our en maker, -begin t 
Judge ingratitude conſtitutional, · and In. 


. cline c to forgive Lady 
| cies: of it ſhe has practiſed toward we. 


every ſpe | 


FS i 


An early religious education. will give 


| ſome degrrerof ſentiment ro:thoſe; it was 
not born with, and never fails to ſireng · 
then ir greatly where jt meets it: in ſnort, 
it. enlarges the wind, and raiſes, it above 


this groveling univerſe / makes us Know: 
aud feel, on eyery oc aſſon, ve have, g 
"foul juſt, benevolent, prane to imitate. 
the 6 hand 0 ich. form- 
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Joutlr and u 


to the world, n ed = 
ble of conducting ber fade N + 4 


. whoſe low: birth and" diſagrecable turn 
muſt render im odious to any bm of 


faſhion and taſte; and ber ſuſpected by : : 
tte gay, airy part of the world, (though 5 


Perhaps perfectiy innocent) of * a thou- 
fand gallantries, 


would not urge a falſchood i in my own 


defence, much leſs, in that of another, 
who ſeems not to deſerve it from me; 


and I ſeriouſly, nay, ſolemnly, aſſure you, 


1 never ſaw any thing in her behaviour © _ 
could ſhock the niceſt virtue; and I be- 5 
 lieve you will think, ſans compliment. 
mine may claim that appellation. © 
have a we allmuſthave) ſeen, nay, deen 1 


1 ainted 


9 hat T lived muth 5 
with her you Know, ag. well as chat I : 
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OY 8 
dhe menen rank; bur nevbr a one 


{ſtruck me, that Heaven had 


(like Cain) ſet a mark on tiem loved 
And admired Lady B, und firmly 
believed the world cruelly injured her. 
1 cannot perſuade, myſelf otherwiſe. 
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© WII; but admire the candour, the 
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oneſty of heart of, my dear Madame, 
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1780 affectionafe and u nalterable friend. 
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Lough at myt fooliſh credulity; 1 know 
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